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U.N. Me 


In a film that exposes the incompetence and corruption at the heart of the United Nations, film- 
maker Ami Horowitz takes us on a harrowing, yet often hilarious, trip through the farcical world 
of the United Nations. (2012, 33min, cased DVD, 1/$14.95; 5-9/$12.95ea; 10+/$11.95ea) DVDUNM 


World Federalism 101 

World Federalism 101, by Rick Biondi and Alex Newman, explores the history of the World 
Federalist and Atlantic Union movements in the U.S. Congress and beyond, as well as exposing 
proponents of world government using their own words and deeds. (2014, pb, 212pp, $16.95; 
5-9/$14.95ea; 10+/$13.95ea) BKWF181 


America and the United Nations 

This analysis of the United Nations traces its history from its forerunner, the League of Nations, 
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United Nations: On the Brink of Becoming a World Government 

The United Nations has entities claiming jurisdiction over the world’s food, including agricul- 
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the environment. Only two things stop it from becoming a world government — insufficient 
funding and sovereignty-protecting politicians. And those two things are being dealt with. 
(2012, 12pp, $.02ea) RPUNBWG 
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Inside the United Nations 

The United Nations has been in existence for 

70 years, but its origins and objectives remain 
misunderstood by many Americans. This 

book is a brief, readable introduction to the 
United Nations and to the people who created 
it and support it. (2013ed, 135pp, pb, 1/$9.95ea; 
5-19/$8.95ea; 20-59/$7.95ea; 60+/$6.95ea) BKIUN 
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IMMIGRATION 
The Real Agenda Behind the Refugee Crisis 


by Alex Newman — Even as EU bureaucrats try to stop any attempts 
to control immigrants at borders, they say an EU military must be 
formed to control borders. All their “solutions” expand government. 


Refugee Crisis Has Europe on the Brink 

by Alex Newman — As politicians prop open their countries’ 
borders and throw out welcome mats to mainly Muslim refugees, 
the negative consequences are becoming apparent to all. 


Obama’s Two-front Migration “Surge” 

by William F. Jasper — “Refugee Resettlement” and 
“Unaccompanied Minors” are presenting a double threat to our 
economy, our national security, and our social order. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Dark America 

by James Heiser — Ted Koppel points out weaknesses in America’s 
power grid, and notes that if these gaps are exploited by terrorists, 
the U.S. government’s disaster preparedness will fail. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Where Have You Gone, George Washington? 
by Selwyn Duke — Killing our heroes: By gradually robbing the 
“good guys” of their virtues, we have made the hero as relative 
as modern values — and have robbed the young of needed role 
models. 


THE LAST WORD 


U.S. Ranchers on Border 
Plead for Help Amid Onslaught 


by Alex Newman 
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Hot and Cold 


I really enjoyed the issue on “global 
warming” (January 4, 2016). The articles 
made it evident that just as we have prob- 
lems defining the term “conservative” 
(supposedly, Newt Gingrich and George 
W. Bush both qualify as conservatives), 
we also have problems with other defini- 
tions, as well. For example, according to 
climate alarmists, snow should actually 
be referred to as “white global warming.” 
Now doesn’t that make everything better? 
DaAviID HAMMER 

Bronx, New York 


I enjoyed most of your January 4, 2016 
edition on global warming. However, the 
section on light bulbs must have been re- 
searched 10 years ago. We are happy with 
most of the CFL bulbs we now can pur- 
chase at very reasonable prices. Thanks to 
mass production and capitalism, I can get 
four 60-watt equivalents at COSTCO for 
86 cents. 

Also, the LED bulbs (light-emitting di- 
odes) I am able to purchase are becoming 
reasonably priced, use very little electric- 
ity, and last several years. In our town- 
house development, I replaced most of 
the outside spotlights with LED bulbs and 
have not had to replace one in over a year, 
instead of every several months, and I ex- 
pect them to last several years, as some in 
my home already have. The war on incan- 
descent bulbs has been a good fight, and 
we are all winning because of the effort. 

WILLIAM F. HINESER, DPM 
Arvada, Colorado 


Government Slush Fund? 


Regarding “Obama’s Western Land Grab” 
(March 7 TNA, “The Last Word’), and 
future such attempts by any administra- 
tion: There may be a way to “cut off the 
funds” to do more of that, without affect- 
ing the “normal budgetary process” — in 
fact, done in a way that might help our 
normal budget/deficit concerns. 

About 24 years ago, my congressman at 
the time may have revealed how the funds 
for such acquisitions are actually obtained, 
and possibly “protected” in “off-budget” 
monies. 

My congressman then, Democrat Dan 
Glickman, liked to show off his knowledge 
with little tidbits of information in town- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


hall meetings. The Feds were considering 
purchasing an old ranch that had passed 
into hands of the Nature Conservancy, 
and at a town-hall meeting in Wichita, a 
number of attendees were griping about 
“having to spend taxpayers’ money for 
that ranch when the locals didn’t want a 
“federal reserve’ there anyway.” 

OP Dan reared back and said in a cheery 
voice, “It won’t cost a nickel in taxpayers’ 
money ... because all the royalties paid 
to the federal government for offshore oil 
go into a fund that can be used for only 
one thing: to buy more land for the federal 
government.” 

After a few years that ranch became 
the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve of 
Kansas. Things settled down and people 
became accustomed to it, hardly giving it 
any more thought. I kinda forgot about it 
myself. 

Then with the recent TNA articles about 
“The Federal Bootprint,” “Behind the Or- 
egon Standoff,” and now “Obama’s West- 
ern Land Grab,” it came back to mind. 

It makes me wonder — how much oil 
royalty money has been collected over 
those 24-odd years? Is it “squirreled away” 
to where most of our current representatives 
in Congress don’t even realize it’s there? 

And again, how much could that oil 
royalty money do fo offset the deficits and 
national debt if it were used for that — 
rather than to buy up more land for the 
federal government to mismanage? 

In view of the information provided in 
TNA’s articles, maybe the best thing for ev- 
eryone would be to just require the FedGov 
to deed over the lands to ranchers paying 
grazing fees and to lumber companies pay- 
ing timber rights — and have them care for 
it. And while we’re at it, have the FedGov 
deed over titles to all the “federal hous- 
ing projects” to the people and/or tenant 
organizations living there, since I can at- 
test through personal experience about the 
incompetence of federal agencies holding, 
and the “contractors” they pay for “manag- 
ing,” federally owned housing. Ml 

Dick Nott 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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The Anti-Federalist Papers 
A look at the clashes and compromises that gave birth to our form 
of government. (2003ed, 406pp, pb, $7.99) BKAFP 


The Federalist Papers 
A brilliant defense of the Constitution of the United States by 
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. (1999ed, 
606pp, pb, $6.99) BKFP 


Colonial Origins of the American Constitution 
“Local government in colonial America was the seedbed of 
American constitutionalism? So begins the introductory essay to 
this landmark collection of 80 documents created by American 
colonists that are the genesis of American fundamental law and 
constitutionalism. (1998, 396pp, pb, $14.95) BKCOAC 


Miracle at Philadelphia 


Catherine Drinker Bowen rediscovers the timeless story of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. (1986ed, 346pp, pb, $16.95) BKMP 


View of the Constitution of the United States 
Published in 1803 by a distinguished patriot and jurist, View of the 
Constitution of the United States represents the earliest extended 
commentary on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Written 
from the perspective that the federal government is an agent of 
a sovereign people, St. George Tucker’s work continues to add to 
our understanding of the Founding Fathers’ original intentions. 
(1999ed, 478pp, pb, $14.95) BKVCUS 


How the Compact for America 
Threatens the Constitution — Reprint 


The constitutional convention (con-con) proposed by the 
Compact for America Initiative would pose an unacceptably 
high risk of damage to the Constitution. This reprint provides 
the information needed to defeat this new con-con initiative in 
state legislatures and Congress. (2013, 8 pp., $.02ea) RPCFA 


A More Perfect Union 
This motion picture does an admirable job of dramatizing the 
events of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. (2006, 120min, 
cased DVD, $19.95) DVDAMPU 
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Government Secrecy at Historic Levels 


President Barack Obama’s administration has clamped down on 
information about the workings of its various agencies so tightly 
that they function in almost absolute secrecy. 

This is the claim of Justin Elliott, a reporter for ProPublica 
who penned a March 11 op-ed for the Washington Post revealing 
his recent attempt to force, via a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request, the federal government to release information 
about FEMA’s handling of the Hurricane Sandy relief effort. Ac- 
cording to Elliott: 


Two years ago last month, I filed a public-records request 
to the Federal Emergency Management Agency as part of 
my reporting into the flawed response to Hurricane Sandy. 
Then, I waited. The Freedom of Information Act requires 
a response within 20 business days, but agencies routinely 
blow that deadline. Eight months later, ProPublica and NPR 
published our investigation into the Sandy response, but it 
did not include any documents from FEMA. The agency 
had simply never gotten back to me. Finally, this Feb. 10 — 
492 business days past the law’s 20-day deadline — I got 
a curious phone call from FEMA. The agency was starting 
a “clean search” for the documents I asked for, because the 
original search “was not done properly.” 


When elected, President Obama spoke passionately on the need 
for official openness. However, Elliott reports, “The Associated 
Press found last year that the administration had set a record 


for censoring or denying access to information requested under 
FOIA, and that the backlog of unanswered requests across the 
government had risen by 55 percent, to more than 200,000.” 

As former Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis said in an 
earlier case on official attempts to shroud government actions 
behind an impenetrable veil of secrecy, “Sunshine is the greatest 
disinfectant.” Apparently, the Obama administration is in need 
of sunshine, along with some serious scrubbing with undiluted, 
industrial-strength cleaner. 


Pentagon Has Used Drones for Domestic Spying 


The U.S. Department of Defense, beginning in 2006 and continu- 
ing up through at least 2015, has made multiple uses of unmanned 
drones to conduct surveillance missions — spying — above the 
soil of the country. 

According to a report entitled “Evaluations of DoD Use of 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) for Support of Civil Authori- 
ties,” the inspector general of the Defense Department found that 
while “less than 20” such missions had occurred during that time, 
they expect there will be many more in the future. 

The report, published in March of 2015 but released to the 
public on March 9 of this year owing to a FOIA request, insists 
that the missions were conducted within “full compliance” of 
existing law. 

A reading of the inspector general’s report reveals that the Pen- 
tagon views these missions as good ways to train their pilots. “As 
the nation winds down” wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the pilots 
have fewer “opportunities for UAS realistic training.” With such 
fewer opportunities in foreign wars, these spy drones can now be 
used inside the borders of the United States. 

In fact, the report said there is an “appetite to use them in the 
domestic environment.” 

The Defense Department policy governing the use of these spy 
drones presently mandates that the secretary of defense personally 


sign off on all such use. The policy provides that unless the law 
allows such surveillance, the drones may not spy on U.S. persons. 

Apparently, not all requests for using drones to conduct sur- 
veillance were approved. The report cites an unnamed mayor of 
an unnamed city who actually asked the Marine Corps to use a 
drone to locate potholes. The Marines declined to do so, remark- 
ing it “did not make operational sense.” 

While the use of these drones over U.S. soil has been for 
benign purposes (as far as we know), it is quite clear that the 
precedent has been set for the expansion of their use. As the 
report itself states, there is an “appetite” to use these drones 
increasingly for domestic purposes. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Report Claims the Fed Owns the World’s ages Cache of Gold 


Gold is valuable because it is rare and has properties that make 
it desirable. And according to a recently published report, it just 
got a whole lot rarer thanks to a buying spree by the world’s 
central banks. 

In its latest survey of the gold market, published March 11, 
the World Gold Council reports that central banks bought 336.2 
tons of gold in the second half of 2015, up from the 252.1 tons 
purchased in the first half of last year and the 308.8 tons of gold 
they bought in the second half of 2014. “Central banks added 
to their gold reserves with renewed vigor in the second half of 
2015, accelerating their purchasing programs as diversification 
of foreign reserves remained a top priority,” the council explains 
in its summary of the report. 

According to the figures published by the World Gold Council, 
the United States’ central bank — known as the Federal Reserve 
— has 8,133.5 tons of gold stored... somewhere. This places the 
United States at the top for gold reserves. Countries that made up 
the rest of the “top ten” list are (in descending order): Germany, 
Italy, France, China, Russia, Switzerland, Japan, Netherlands, 
and India. 

However, there are many who claim that the Federal Reserve 
doesn’t want a proper audit because the gold is not there, at least 
not all of it. Some groups believe that as part of its effort to ma- 


ber 


nipulate the economy, the Federal Reserve has sold the gold. 


“The gold market is being manipulated by the Fed,” says Gold 
Anti-Trust Action Committee spokesman Chris Powell. “It’s in- 
volved in gold swap agreements with foreign banks. Gold is a 
major determinant of interest rates.” An audit would answer this 
crucial question. Perhaps it’s time to force open the 22-ton door 
that stands between our alleged gold reserves and the eyes of our 
elected representatives. 


Feds Enlist Schools in War on “Extremist” Children 


The Obama administration is asking schoolteachers to start spying 
on American students so “extremists” can be reported to the FBI 
and other law-enforcement agencies. Among others in the federal 
government’s cross hairs: pro-life activists, anarchists, environ- 
mentalists, animal-rights activists, Muslims, religious students 
critical of “Western corruption,” constitutionalists, and even chil- 
dren who simply criticize or question authorities too much. 

In an unclassified document from January 2016, about “pre- 
venting violent extremism in schools,” the FBI comes across as 
paranoiacs imagining that there are “extremist” children hiding 
under every bed. “High school students are ideal targets for re- 
cruitment by violent extremists seeking support for their radical 
ideologies,” claims the agency, which has become increasingly 
politicized under the Obama administration. “High schools must 


remain vigilant in educating their students about catalysts that 
drive violent extremism and the potential consequences of em- 
bracing extremist beliefs.” It claims there is a “very fine line” 
between protected speech and thought crimes. 

When students do display views and attitudes the Obama ad- 
ministration dislikes, the FBI calls on schools to create “interven- 
tion” plans in conjunction with federal and state agencies. “An 
intervention cadre should contain professionals from the local 
community representing multiple disciplines such as mental 
health, social workers, law enforcement, school resource offi- 
cers, faith-based organizations, and/or crisis intervention teams,” 
the document states. Schools should also report children to law 
enforcement. 

The news that the FBI was conscripting teachers in their 
hunt for “extremist” children made headlines worldwide. In the 
United States, across media outlets ranging from Alternet on the 
far-left to alternative liberty-minded sources such as Infowars, 
commentators slammed the FBI’s scheme as an assault on civil 
liberties and common sense. Even media outlets backed and con- 
trolled by authoritarian-minded governments — Kremlin-run 
news services, for example, and even media controlled by Iran’s 
mullahs — seized on the document to paint the U.S. government 
as increasingly unhinged and totalitarian. 

Schools and all Americans should reject the Obama adminis- 
tration’s fear mongering and extremism. Parents and concerned 
citizens should work to educate others about the dangers of to- 
talitarian government. Mi 


NRA Leader Recommends More Armed Personnel at Schools 
“Millions of children are safer for one reason, the NRA. The only way to 
stop a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.” 

Speaking at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference, NRA 
Vice President Wayne LaPierre elicited cheers from the mostly young 
people in attendance. 


New Hampshire Newspaper Regrets Endorsing Chris Christie 

“Boy, were we wrong. Rather than stand up to the bully, Mr. Christie bent 
his knee.” 

Asking forgiveness of its readers, the Union Leader publicly apologized 
for backing the New Jersey governor after he endorsed Donald Trump 
for president. 


Now That Gays Can March, 

New York Mayor Will March With Them 

“The St. Patrick’s Day Parade is a New York City tradition. For years, 
Irish L.G.B.T. New Yorkers could not show their pride. Finally, they can 
celebrate their heritage by marching in a parade that now represents prog- 
ress and equality.” 


In past years, Mayor Bill deBlasio refused to march because homosexuals 
were barred from open participation in the parade. 
Bill 
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Ruling Against a Florist Who 

Refused a Gay Couple Will Be Reviewed 

4 “T never questioned their right to live out their beliefs. I just couldn’t see 
a way clear i - my feat to honor God with the talents He has given me by going against the word He 
has given us.” 

A lower court penalized florist Barronelle Stultzman for refusing to provide flowers for a same-sex 
wedding. Facing loss of her personal property and assets, her appeal of that ruling will now be heard 
by the Washington State Supreme Court. 


deBlasio 


AP Images 


FBI Investigation of Hillary Clinton’s E-mails Is One of Many Similar Probes 

“Tn addition to the FBI investigation, there are continuing inquiries by the inspector general of the State 
Department, the inspector general of the intelligence agencies, the State Department’s Bureau of Dip- 
lomatic Security, and the House Select Committee on Benghazi.” 

New York Times reporters Stephen Lee Myers and Matt Appuzo didn’t point out that many other 
presidential candidates would likely have dropped out of the race if faced with similar probes and con- 
cerns about jeopardizing national security. 


Neoconservative Leader Desperately Wants to Block the Trump Nomination 

“The key task now, to once again paraphrase Karl Marx, is less to understand Trump than to stop him. In 
general, there’s a little too much hand-wringing, brow-furrowing, and fatalism out there and not enough 
resolving to save the party from nominating or the country electing someone who simply shouldn’t be 
president.” 

At a closed-door meeting, GOP leaders and numerous corporate allies 
sought to devise a way to block Donald Trump’s nomination. The editor 
of the Weekly Standard magazine, William Kristol, summarized the main 
purpose of the gathering at Sea Island, Georgia. 


Maine Governor Backs Trump for President 

“He is not afraid of the political establishment. He’s not afraid of lobby- 

ists and special interests. And, most of all, he’s not afraid of the United 

States liberal media. They dislike him almost as much as they hate me.” 

A no-nonsense maverick who won reelection in a three-person race, Gover- 

nor Paul LePage is as outspoken as the man he supports for president. / 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F, MCMANUS 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 
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The Real Agenda Behind the Refugee Crisis 


Even as EU bureaucrats try to stop any attempts to control immigrants at borders, they say 
an EU military must be formed to control borders. All their “solutions” expand government. 


by Alex Newman 


BERLIN — A European Union military 
force with power to intervene in member 
states. A new “Marshall Plan” to radically 
redesign whole regions of the world and 


10 


impose regional government. A United 
Nations empowered to manage it all. 
Christendom under siege. And the end of 
nationhood as it is understood today. That 
is where the “refugee crisis” is heading, 
as the engineered disaster wreaks havoc 


across Europe and beyond (see page 17). 
Despite the appearance of chaos, though, 
it is all by design, with a series of radical 
goals in mind. 

While the establishment’s demands on 
Europe to accept millions of Middle East- 
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ern refugees have been couched in “human- 
itarian” rhetoric, the real agenda is nothing 
of the sort. Rather than helping out their fel- 
low human beings, globalist forces actually 
created the refugee crisis and the suffering 
behind it. And they are using it to advance 
multiple, related agendas — primarily glo- 
balism and statism. That the crisis is being 
exploited to undermine Western culture, 
national sovereignty, and even nationhood 
itself is now beyond dispute. Top globalists 
are openly bragging about it. 

“T will ask the governments to coop- 
erate, to recognize that sovereignty is an 
illusion — that sovereignty is an abso- 
lute illusion that has to be put behind us,” 
declared former Goldman Sachs chair- 
man Peter Sutherland, an ex-member of 
the Bilderberg Steering Committee who 
currently “serves” as the UN special 
representative of the secretary-general 
for international migration. “The days 
of hiding behind borders and fences are 
long gone. We have to work together 
and cooperate together to make a better 
world. And that means taking on some of 
the old shibboleths, taking on some of the 
old historic memories and images of our 
own country and recognizing that we’re 
part of humankind.” 

Billionaire globalist and open-borders 
zealot George Soros, in denouncing Euro- 
pean officials trying to control the human 
tsunami coming across their borders, sim- 
ilarly declared, “Our plan treats the pro- 
tection of refugees as the objective and 
national borders as the obstacle.” 

In essence, then, the engineered refu- 
gee crisis was created and is being used, 
at least in part, to advance what globalists 
often refer to in public as “global gover- 
nance” and their “new world order.” As 
part of that, even the idea of nationhood 
is under fire — everybody is just part of 
“humankind,” as Sutherland put it. And 
as such, people must be governed by the 
“Parliament of Humanity,” as UN Secre- 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon referred to the 
dictators club known as the UN last year. 

Already, the UN manages a global refu- 
gee program via the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR). This agen- 
cy decides which refugees will be settled 
where, including those destined to be set- 
tled in the United States at U.S. taxpayer 
expense. Further clues about the agenda 
can be found in the fact that the UN refu- 
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That the crisis is being exploited to undermine 
Western Culture, national Sovereignty, and even 
nationhood itself is now beyond dispute. Top 
globalists are openly bragging about it. 


gee outfit was until very recently led by 
Antonio Guterres, the former president of 
the powerful global socialist-government- 
promoting Socialist International, as se- 
nior editor William Jasper documented in 
an October 19, 2015 cover story for this 
magazine. 

There are several elements to the glo- 
balist plot as it relates to the refugee crisis. 


Creating the Refugee Crisis 

To begin with, it is important to under- 
stand that the same self-styled humani- 
tarians claiming to be concerned about 
refugees, while demanding that they be 
given asylum in the West by the millions, 
are, in reality, the same people responsible 
for making their victims into refugees to 
begin with. As this magazine documented 
extensively in its October 19 cover story 
package, the globalist establishment liter- 
ally unleashed the refugee exodus. 
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At the center of the storm: The United Nations and its refugee agency UNHCR are lead players 


Among other actions to spark the crisis, 
Western governments and their allies — 
not to mention the globalist forces behind 
them, such as the Council on Foreign Re- 
lations and other global-government-pro- 
moting powerhouses — destroyed mul- 
tiple Middle Eastern nations via war and 
chaos. These include Libya, bombed to 
smithereens by Obama and NATO under 
the supposed authority of the UN; as well 
as Syria, destroyed by civil war fueled by 
the globalist establishment; and of course 
Iraq, also crushed by Western intervention 
and globalist-fueled civil war. 

Those same globalist forces were also 
responsible for wreaking havoc in many 
more nations — such as Yemen, Egypt, 
Ivory Coast, and Tunisia — through 
supporting uprisings, revolutions, terror 
groups, dictatorships, and more. 

The predictable response to having 
one’s nation destroyed, of course, is at- 


in exploiting the crisis to advance globalism and regionalism at the expense of nationhood and 


self-government. 
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The elites’ “answer” reverberates: Recently departed UN “High Commissioner for Refugees” 


Antonio Guterres, former chief of the Socialist International, has exploited the refugee crisis to 
attack national sovereignty and empower transnational governance. 


tempting to leave — particularly if wealth- 
ier, freer nations throw down the welcome 
mat. And that is exactly what has hap- 
pened and is still happening. Many of the 
same globalists responsible for creating 
the chaos and terror that refugees are flee- 
ing from are publicly and loudly opening 
Europe’s doors to the growing tsunami of 
displaced victims. Obama and his billion- 
aire supporter Soros, for example, were 
both instrumental in the UN-authorized 
war to destroy Libya, which was based on 
lies, and in fueling the civil war that is de- 
stroying what remains of Syria. And both 
of those figures have been very outspoken 
in demanding that the West welcome mil- 
lions of refugees, regardless of the costs or 
the desires of Western voters. 

The question that must be asked is: 
“Why?” The answers can be found in what 
has happened and what is happening, and 
especially in the policy prescriptions alleg- 


edly aimed at dealing with the crisis that 
globalists unleashed. At this point, Europe, 
Africa, and the Middle East are all in the 
cross hairs of internationalists, who are ex- 
ploiting the refugee crisis to build up su- 
pranational institutions at the regional and 
global level to smash national sovereignty 
and even nationhood, to build up the power 
of government generally, and to destabilize 
societies. If left unchecked and unexposed, 
the refugee crisis will serve as a powerful 
tool to push the world ever closer to “global 
governance,” with a great deal of pain and 
misery along the way. 


A New Marshall Plan: Regional 
Government for the Middle East 

With the refugee situation quickly spiraling 
out of control across parts of the continent 
— the mass sexual assaults on New Year’s 
Eve across Germany and beyond, the im- 
plosion of law and order around Calais in 


Billionaire globalist and open-borders zealot George 
Soros, in denouncing European officials trying to 
control the human tSunami coming across their 
borders, similarly declared, “Our plan treats the 
protection of refugees as the objective and national 


borders as the obstacle.” 
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France, the widely reported overrunning 
of Stockholm’s central station by refugee 
youths, and more — the public is now 
growing increasingly outraged. Indeed, 
as documented in the article on page 17, 
even the establishment forces responsible 
for unleashing the chaos are now in some 
cases denouncing it. The New York Times, 
an establishment mouthpiece that dutifully 
promoted the globalist wars that sparked 
the refugee crisis and the subsequent flood- 
ing of the West with the victims of those 
wars (and many opportunists who joined 
the exodus), ran an op-ed pointing out that 
Germany was “on the brink” due to the 
crisis. Top European political bosses have 
also been sounding the alarm. 

Another senior globalist, Rothschild 
banking dynasty protégé and billionaire 
hedge-fund boss Soros, played an in- 
strumental role in encouraging the myr- 
iad wars and the subsequent tsunami of 
refugees into Europe that was sparked 
by those wars. And now, like other es- 
tablishment voices, Soros is also pointing 
out the obvious. The European Union, he 
said in a recent interview, is “on the verge 
of collapse” due to the sudden influx of 
well over a million Islamic refugees last 
year. Not coincidentally, Soros also has 
ideas about “solutions.” And not surpris- 
ingly, those alleged “solutions” involve 
more globalism for Europe, Africa, and 
the Middle East — along with less sover- 
eignty, self-government, and liberty. 

In an interview with Bloomberg from 
the World Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Davos, Switzerland, the radical anti-na- 
tional sovereignty statist claimed that Eu- 
rope needed to finance a new “Marshall 
Plan” for the regions of the world from 
which the refugees are fleeing — regions 
and nations destroyed in large part by the 
globalist Western establishment figures 
pushing the new plan. Soros was express- 
ing support for a proposal made earlier by 
a fellow globalist, German Finance Min- 
ister Wolfgang Schauble. The new Mar- 
shall Plan they envision seeks to transfer 
wealth from struggling European taxpay- 
ers to areas of the globe ruined by globalist 
machinations — but the real agenda goes 
much deeper, as did the last Marshall Plan 
after World War II. 

“What is most important is for us to in- 
vest billions in those regions from which 
the refugees come to reduce the pressure on 
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the external frontiers of Europe,” Schauble 
argued in a panel discussion at the global- 
ist WEF, speaking alongside several Eu- 
ropean prime ministers who also played a 
key role in flooding Europe with refugees 
displaced from the nations they helped de- 
stroy. “That will cost Europe much more 
than we thought.” Of course it will, and 
taxpayers, already suffering under a crush- 
ing burden, will pay for it all. Writing in 
the Soros-backed “Project Syndicate” pro- 
paganda organ in 2014, Schauble previ- 
ously called for a global taxation regime 
in a piece called Why Taxation Must Go 
Global,one of his many calls for more glo- 
balism and statism. 

So what would a new “Marshall Plan” 
for the Middle East and Africa look like? 
A brief history of the origi- 
nal Marshall Plan might 
offer some clues. Official- 
ly known as the “European 
Recovery Program,” or 
ERP, the scheme involved 
transferring the equivalent 
of almost $150 billion in 
today’s dollars from U.S. 
taxpayers to Western Eu- 
ropean governments. The 
ostensible purpose was to 
help rebuild Europe after 
World War II. In practice, 
though, it served as a key 
tool in the transformation 
of Western Europe into a 
statist region dominated 
by Big Government and 
supranational institutions, 
eventually culminating in 
the subjugation of Europe- 
ans under the unaccount- 
able EU super-state. That 
was the goal all along. 

As far back as 1947, 
then-U.S. Secretary of 
State George Marshall 
(CFR) — a key player in 
handing China to Chair- 
man Mao’s murderous 
communists, and perhaps 
mass-murdering dictator 
Joseph Stalin’s most im- 
portant ally in the world 
— called for European 
“economic cooperation” 
as a precondition for 
the desperately needed 
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American aid after the war. “It is already 
evident that, before the United States 
government can proceed much further in 
its efforts to alleviate the situation and 
help start the European world on its way 
to recovery, there must be some agree- 
ment among the countries of Europe 
as to the requirements of the situation 
and the part those countries themselves 
will take in order to give proper effect 
to whatever action might be undertaken 
by this Government,” said Marshall, the 
man after whom the scheme was named. 
“The initiative, I think, must come from 
Europe.... The program should be a joint 
one, agreed to by a number, if not all 
European nations.” The Committee of 
European Economic Cooperation re- 


Smug about his deeds: Rothschild protégé George Soros helped spark the 
refugee crisis, and is now using it to promote globalism, Big Government, and 
even a “Marshall Plan” to build a Middle East Union. 


sponded with a major report signed by 
government representatives from across 
Europe outlining efforts to create a “cus- 
toms union” that could eventually lead to 
even further cooperation. U.S. officials 
were pleased. 

Members of Congress even tried to get 
language in the statement of purpose for 
the original Marshall Plan bill of 1948 
explicitly declaring that it was the policy 
of the United States to encourage the eco- 
nomic unification and the political federa- 
tion of Europe. In the end, language calling 
for the development of economic coop- 
eration was included instead. The next 
year, the “political federation” amend- 
ment was pursued again, with the result 
being the addition of the sentence: “It is 
further declared to be the 
policy of the people of the 
United States to encourage 
the unification of Europe.” 
By 1951, Congress finally 
came out and said it openly, 
with a clause included in 
the 1951 Mutual Security 
Act stating that its purpose 
was “to further encourage 
the economic unification 
and the political federation 
of Europe.” 

The goals of U.S. gov- 
ernment support for Eu- 
ropean integration were 
explained in part decades 
ago, though largely ig- 
nored, by top U.S. offi- 
cials. On September 20, 
1966, for example, then- 
Under Secretary of State 
George Ball (CFR) testi- 
fied before Congress on 
the State Department’s 
view on forming an “At- 
lantic Community,” essen- 
tially merging the United 
States with Europe. “I 
find little evidence of any 
strong interest among Eu- 
ropeans for any immedi- 
ate move toward greater 
political unity with the 
United States,” he ex- 
plained. “They fear the 
overwhelming weight of 
U.S. power and influence 
in our common coun- 
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Haass explains, without admitting the CFR’s giant 
role in instigating all of the tragedies he mentions, 
that the CFR-backed globalist wars of the last decade 
and a half were crucial in setting the region on fire 

— the same blaze that now supposedly can only be 
extinguished by a CFR-inspired “Middle East Union.” 


cils.... We believe that so long as Europe 
remains merely a continent of medium- 
and small-sized states there are definite 
limits to the degree of political unity we 
can achieve across the ocean.” Globalism 
was the agenda then, just as it is today. 


Creating a Middle East Union 

Not coincidentally, the new “Marshall 
Plan” is being pushed by the same global- 
ist establishment that has been openly ad- 
vancing the imposition of a “Middle East 
Union” on the region in recent years. “Just 
as a warring [European] continent found 
peace through unity by creating what be- 
came the EU, Arabs, Turks, Kurds and 
other groups in the region could find rela- 
tive peace in ever closer union,” claimed 
Mohamed “Ed” Husain, a former caliph- 
ate-seeking Islamist and current “adjunct 
senior fellow for Middle Eastern studies” 
at the CFR, in a piece published in the Fi- 
nancial Times and on the CFR website in 
mid-2014. “After all, most of its problems 
— terrorism, poverty, unemployment, sec- 
tarianism, refugee crises, water shortages 
— require regional answers. No country 
can solve its problems on its own.” That 
is, of course, nonsense, but it is standard 
globalist rhetoric. 

Plenty of other globalists have of- 
fered similar admissions. It has become 
fashionable for establishment figures 
and their hangers-on to compare today’s 
Middle East with Europe before the EU. 
Indeed, Richard Haass, the CFR boss 
and a former leader at the U.S. State De- 
partment, writing in Soros’ Project Syn- 
dicate, does precisely that. In an incred- 
ible admission, Haass explains, without 
admitting the CFR’s giant role in insti- 
gating all of the tragedies he mentions, 
that the CFR-backed globalist wars of 
the last decade and a half were crucial 
in setting the region on fire — the same 
blaze that now supposedly can only be 
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extinguished by a CFR-inspired “Middle 
East Union.” The globalist strategy used 
over and over again goes like this: Create 
a problem, then exploit and manage the 
inevitable reaction to push a “solution.” 

“The 2003 Iraq war was highly con- 
sequential, for it exacerbated Sunni-Shia 
tensions in one of the region’s most im- 
portant countries and, as a result, in many 
of the region’s other divided societies,” 
Haass wrote. “Regime change in Libya 
[by Obama, the UN, NATO, and CFR 
apparatchiks] has created a failing state; 
lukewarm support for [CFR- and Soros- 
backed] regime change in Syria has set 
the stage for prolonged civil war.” And 
the chaos, bloodshed, and terror will con- 


tinue, he says, until “a new local order 
emerges or exhaustion sets in.” In the 
meantime, globalists should treat the 
region as a “condition to be managed,” 
Haass said. How convenient — the CFR 
sets a fire, and now purports to have the 
fire extinguisher, promising a raging in- 
ferno unless and until everyone submits 
to the globalist demands, including a new 
regional “order,” which, as in “new world 
order,” is globalist-speak for transnation- 
al government. 

Of course, Husain, Haass, and the CFR 
are not alone. In 2011, the Islamist presi- 
dent of Turkey at the time, Abdullah Gil, 
also called for an EU-style regime to rule 
the Middle East. Speaking in the United 
Kingdom, Giil claimed “an efficient re- 
gional economic cooperation and integra- 
tion mechanism” was needed for the re- 
gion. “We all saw the role played by the 
European Union in facilitating the demo- 
cratic transition in central and Eastern Eu- 
rope after the fall of the Berlin Wall,” he 
claimed. Islamic Turkey is also working 
to join the EU. 

Various Middle Eastern tyrants have 
echoed the calls for a regional regime, too 


Same people, continuing plan: The very same globalists who destroyed Syria (seen here) and 
other nations by fueling civil war are now flooding the West with Middle Eastern refugees to 
advance their agenda. 
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Plan to pay for globalist goals: Globalist German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schauble, who last 
year demanded a global tax regime, wants European taxpayers to fund a new “Marshall Plan” to 


re-shape the Middle East for globalism. 


— the kings of Saudi Arabia and Jordan, 
for example. As Husain pointed out, the 
radical Muslim Brotherhood and the ter- 
rorist group Hamas are also working to 
unify the Middle East under one single 
tyrannical government of gargantuan pro- 
portions. With financial backing from the 
West under a new “Marshall Plan” and the 
bloodshed fueled by globalist-engineered 
wars, not to mention EU and UN support, 
the plot could easily become a reality. 


Further Empowering 
the European Union 
Also being advanced using the refugee 
crisis is the further empowerment of 
the EU itself, the regional government 
created thanks in large part to the origi- 
nal Marshall Plan. Among the various 
schemes allegedly needed to deal with 
the immigrant influx is the creation of 
military outfits — a border and coast- 
guard force — ostensibly aimed at “pro- 
tecting Europe’s borders” from the im- 
migration tsunami. The force would also 
fight “transnational crime and terrorism,” 
according to an EU outline of the scheme. 
The plan calls for mandatory biometric 
ID checks to come or go from the su- 
per-state’s territory, so everyone can be 
checked against Interpol’s databases. 
Most alarmingly, perhaps, the EU mili- 
tary force would be able to “intervene” in 
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European nations — even without permis- 
sion from national authorities, as long as 
EU bosses claim the situation is “urgent.” 
In fact, even if the nation “considers that 
there is no need for additional interven- 
tion” from the new EU force, it could still 
be imposed by Brussels. The force would 
also have the power to commandeer na- 
tional governments’ resources, something 
even the U.S. federal government cannot 
do to state or local authorities. 

At the national level, some European 
officials were appalled. Creating such a 
structure “that is independent of member 
states is shocking,” said Polish Foreign 
Minister Witold Waszczykowski, noting 
that nobody even knew who the force 
would be accountable to. Greek and Swed- 
ish officials also spoke out. 

Among EU leadership, though, it is par 
for the course. “Managing Europe’s exter- 
nal borders must be a shared responsibil- 
ity,” claimed European Commission “First 
Vice President” Frans Timmermans with 
the Dutch Labor Party, a Bilderberg sum- 
mit attendee. Noting that the new force 
could take over the management of na- 
tional borders in some circumstances, the 
globalist official claimed, “It is essential to 
restore the credibility of our border man- 
agement system.” 

Meanwhile, EU officials and apparat- 
chiks have taken to shrieking whenever a 


government actually takes serious actions 
to “restore the credibility” of border man- 
agement. The howls have been especially 
pronounced when border checks were re- 
introduced along some intra-EU borders. 
When Hungarian authorities tried to stop 
the tsunami with a fence along the border 
with Serbia, for instance, eurocrats were 
fuming. In a letter sent to the government 
of Hungary, the European Commission 
— essentially the unelected regime now 
ruling Europe — blasted the use of troops 
on the border, complained about criminal 
sanctions imposed on illegal immigrants 
who damage the fence, and demanded 
that refugees stop being denied entry on 
the grounds that they transitted through a 
safe country. In short, actually guarding 
the borders appears to be the last thing on 
the EU’s agenda, except as an excuse to 
create a paramilitary force with powers to 
intervene in member nations. 

Also at the top of the EU-empower- 
ment agenda is a new agency in charge 
of refugees, with the power to resettle 
refugees in EU members against their 
will. A number of Eastern European gov- 
ernments have fought back against the 
plot, but it continues to advance, hav- 
ing already allocated a number of immi- 
grants throughout the bloc. Last year the 
EU agreed to relocate 40,000, with that 
number set to balloon even further. (More 
than a million others are simply staying 
in nations where they registered without 
involvement with EU.) 

For the UN, even all of that has not been 
enough. “UNHCR is deeply disappointed 
that although a majority of member States 
were in agreement with a wider relocation 
proposal involving 120,000 people, a final 
consensus on this could not be reached,” 
a UNHCR spokesperson said after the 
EU approved the deal. “Decisive agree- 
ment is needed without further delay to 
address the needs, as is bold action based 
on solidarity from all member States.” The 
then- “High Commissioner” himself, for- 
mer Socialist International boss Antonio 
Guterres, has also been loudly demanding 
that the EU usurp all power over asylum 
and resettlement. In other words, more as- 
saults on sovereignty. 

Some Europeans, though, have seen 
through the scheming and the exploitation 
of the refugee crisis by the Brussels-based 
super-state to advance its radical agenda. 
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A good cause? Albeit for different reasons, Islamic militants and Western globalists are openly 
working to impose a “Middle East Union” on the region in pursuit of an eventual global government. 


“Is Western Europe to be a series of demo- 
cratic nation states that govern themselves, 
control their borders and trade with each 
other, or is the supra nationalist agenda of 
Brussels going to win? That’s the real de- 
bate that’s going on,” said EU Parliamen- 
tarian and U.K. Independence Party chief 
Nigel Farage. 

Separately, Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban has described the orches- 
trated refugee tsunami as a tool of a “trea- 
sonous conspiracy” to destroy nationhood, 
Western civilization, and Christendom. 
“Ladies and gentlemen, what we face is 
nothing less than the challenge of finding 
ourselves at the gateway to the implemen- 
tation of a deliberate conceptual project, 
which could be described as left-wing 
and which seeks to marginalize the nation 
states of Europe,” he told his countrymen. 
“Where this project has failed to overcome 
Christianity and the identity of the nation 
state — and the values and responsibility 
springing from it — in conventional politi- 
cal struggle, it will strive to eliminate it on 
ethnic grounds.” 

Beyond crushing sovereignty, the crisis 
is also advancing assaults on liberty. Es- 
pecially useful to the assault on individual 
freedoms has been the threat of terrorism 
posed by the influx of millions of Mus- 
lims, at least some of whom are and will 
be radicalized. 


ISIS has been boasting that its opera- 
tives are among the refugees, and U.S. 
presidential contender Ben Carson even 
said it would be “jihadist malpractice” not 
to send terrorists into the West among the 
immigrants. He is right, of course, as the 
Paris attacks last year showed. Now, the 
jihadists will be used as the justification 
to wage war on liberty. 

Already, as THE NEW AMERICAN has 
documented extensively, “Islamic” ter- 
ror — much of it fomented behind the 
scenes by globalists and communists — is 
being used as a pretext to radically expand 
government. Just last year, EU “police,” 
known as Europol, announced the creation 
of a new unit to censor the Internet under 
the guise of fighting “extremism.” In 
Britain, authorities are cracking down on 
homeschoolers and Sunday schools under 
the guise of rooting out Islamic extrem- 
ism. Attacks on gun rights, free speech, 
and more are all advancing under the guise 
of stopping “Islamic terrorism” and “Is- 
lamic extremism.” 
And as millions of 
Muslims continue 
to flood Europe, 
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the increasingly powerful regional blocs 
such as the European Union, the African 
Union, Putin’s Eurasian Union, and the 
Middle East Union as building blocks to 
build what globalists such as Soros, Bush, 
Clinton, Biden, and others often refer to 
in public as their “New World Order.” 
In his recent book World Order, global- 
ist operative and former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger laid out the plan. 
“The contemporary quest for world order 
[world government] will require a coher- 
ent strategy to establish a concept of order 
[regional government] within the various 
regions and to relate these regional orders 
[governments] to one another,” he wrote. 
State Department documents going back 
decades outline the same strategy. 

If humanitarianism were truly the 
motivation, countless experts have 
pointed out, it would be radically more 
cost effective, not to mention humane, 
to help refugees and victims of globalist 
wars Closer to their homes. Literally 25 
to 50 times more people could be sup- 
ported in Lebanon or Jordan than in Eu- 
rope for the same amount of tax funds. 
The wars that destroyed Middle Eastern 
countries and caused the crisis to begin 
with would never have been launched 
if the purported “humanitarian con- 
cerns” of the establishment were genu- 
ine. Instead, the agenda is to advance 
globalism, pure and simple, and the es- 
tablishment seems barely interested in 
concealing it anymore. 

In short, the “refugee crisis” appears to 
have been engineered in yet another typi- 
cal example of what legendary French 
philosopher Frédéric Bastiat described 
as concocting the antidote and the poison 
in the same laboratory. Now that the deed 
is done, politicians and establishment fig- 
ures are pointing out the obvious while 
exploiting the inevitable public reaction. 
Hopefully the people of Europe and the 
world will be smarter than to fall for the 
ruse yet again, as the consequences are 
deadly serious. 


the totalitarian ad- 
vances will only 


accelerate. 
The end game 
is clear: using 
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As politicians prop open their countries’ borders and throw out welcome mats to mainly 
Muslim refugees, the negative consequences are becoming apparent to all. 


by Alex Newman 


PARIS — Despite some establishment 
efforts to put a smiley face on the grow- 
ing chaos, the “refugee crisis” swamping 
Europe is deadly serious. In fact, even top 
government officials and establishment 
voices now acknowledge the growing 
problems, which range from widespread 
mass sexual assaults perpetrated by Mid- 
dle Eastern refugees, to a heightened risk 
of jihadist terrorism, to the expansion 
and multiplication of Islamic-dominated 
enclaves where authorities fear to tread, 
sometimes dubbed “no-go zones.” For 
Europeans, especially those in countries 
facing the brunt of the crisis, such as Ger- 
many and Sweden, the situation is quickly 
going from bad to worse. 

The refugee crisis, with millions of 
poor, non-Western immigrants from an 
alien culture flooding into Europe, often 
with the intent of settling there perma- 
nently but not assimilating, represents a 
fundamental transformation of Europe. 
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And at this point, it appears that there is 
no going back. It could get worse, too, as 
estimates suggest that around one in every 
120 or so people on the planet is now con- 
sidered a refugee or internally displaced 
by the United Nations. Millions of those 
are hoping to settle in the West. 

For many Westerners, the November 13 
terrorist attacks in Paris, which resulted in 
the slaughter of about 130 victims and the 
wounding of almost 400, served as a major 
wake-up call. Paris, though, like other 
major European cities, had long faced dif- 
ficulties with its rapidly growing foreign 
population. Indeed, a decade before the 
Paris attacks shocked the world, massive 
riots across Islamic immigrant-dominated 
areas of the French capital and beyond re- 
sulted in a number of civilians killed, more 
than 125 police and firefighters injured, 
and almost 3,000 arrests. 

The wave of terrorist attacks were still a 
shock, of course, but they should not have 
been — the warning signs were every- 
where. Paris had just come under a simi- 


lar jihadist attack earlier in 2015, when 
Islamist gunmen massacred employees at 
a vulgar magazine infamous for ridicul- 
ing religion, God, and Muslims. Before 
that, Islamist militants had slaughtered a 
rabbi and some Jewish children in south- 
ern France. And authorities had long real- 
ized that they had a major problem that 
spanned across borders. 

Some of the terrorists were operating 
out of Belgium. After the most recent 
Paris attacks, the New York Times quoted 
Belgian Home Affairs Minister Jan Jam- 
bon acknowledging that authorities there 
did not “have control of the situation in 
Molenbeek,” a neighborhood linked to 
numerous other terror attacks. Prime Min- 
ister Charles Michel acknowledged that 
the town — often described as a “no-go 
area,” one of many such areas proliferat- 
ing across Europe — had developed quite 
a reputation for jihadism. “I notice that 
each time there is a link with Molenbeek,” 
he said after the Paris attack. 

Similar enclaves can be found in France, 
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Germany, Sweden, and other nations. This 
writer has visited several such areas, in 
the company of non-Western immigrants, 
and observed the situation firsthand. De- 
spite occasional claims to the contrary, 
the no-go zones are neither a myth nor an 
isolated phenomenon. Police, when they 
do come, arrive in caravans of squad cars, 
often wearing bullet-proof vests. Drug 
dealing takes place in the open, in broad 
daylight, right in the town square. Women, 
who have two to four times the fertility 
rate of native Europeans, are almost all 
wearing hijabs or niqabs. Natives are rare- 
ly seen. The signs are often in Arabic, and 
shopkeepers regularly do not speak the 
native language beyond some basic terms. 
In some cases as much as 90 percent of 
the population is non-Western. And asking 
around, residents are more than happy to 
tell you about how their host nation should 
be governed by sharia law. There are nu- 
merous videos online of “sharia patrols” 
on European streets where Islamists, op- 
erating outside the law, try to intimidate 
natives into submitting to Islamic law. 
While some admit to participating in what 
Islamists refer to as a hijra — Islamic mi- 
gration to spread Islam — many express 
concern about the massive, uncontrolled 
waves of refugees and migrants pouring 
across the borders. The areas feel more 
like the Middle East than Europe. 

Some establishment sources have ar- 
gued that these “no-go zones” do not even 
exist, or that “Islamophobes” are exag- 
gerating the seriousness of the situation. 
More than a few German officials, though, 
have publicly confirmed the facts. “Every 
police commissioner and interior minister 
will deny it, but of course we know where 
we can go with the police car,” explained 
Bernhard Witthaut, who has served as 
chief police commissioner of Germany 
and head of the national police union, 
when asked about “no-go zones.” “Our 
colleagues can no longer feel safe there 
in twos, and have to fear becoming the 
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Parisians honor the dead after Islamic terrorists, reportedly including one or more “refugees” 
and operating in part out of a “no-go zone” in Belgium, killed 130 and wounded around 400. 


victim of a crime themselves. We know 
that these areas exist. Even worse: in these 
areas, crimes no longer result in charges. 
They are left to themselves. Only in the 
worst cases do we in the police learn any- 
thing about it. The power of the state is 
completely out of the picture.” 

Of course, most of the alleged Paris at- 
tackers named in the press were reportedly 
EU citizens, some apparently even born in 
Europe though raised in an Islamic subcul- 
ture in Muslim-dominated areas. Several, 
though, reportedly entered only recently 
as “refugees” amid the ongoing influx. 
At least one was in possession of a fake 
Syrian passport that had been presented to 
Greek authorities in October by a “Syrian 
refugee” who had fingerprints that, ac- 
cording to a French prosecutor, were “sim- 
ilar” to those of one of the perpetrators. 
But regardless of how many recently ar- 
rived refugees were or were not involved 
in that particular attack, Europeans were 
suddenly jolted. 

The Islamic State and other jihadist 
groups had long been bragging about in- 


Indeed, a decade before the Paris attacks shocked 

the world, massive riots across Islamic immigrant- 
dominated areas of the French capital and beyond 
resulted in a number of civilians killed, more than 125 
police and firefighters injured, and almost 3,000 arrests. 
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filtrating terrorists into Europe amid the 
waves of refugees and migrants. Many 
of those jihadists are likely still in camps 
and centers established for new arriv- 
als — camps where the tiny number of 
Christians and other minorities often face 
brutality, persecution, and terror — and 
so have not yet settled in Islamic areas 
on the outskirts of major cities. That 
more terrorist attacks will eventually be 
perpetrated by individuals entering Eu- 
rope amid the ongoing tsunami of im- 
migration, though, is a virtual certainty. 
The real questions, then, are not whether 
more Europeans will die at the hands of 
radicalized refugees — that is unavoid- 
able — but how many more will die, and 
how, and when. 

Authorities have already started 
rounding up large numbers of terror- 
ists posing as refugees. Germany, which 
received more than one million Middle 
Eastern refugees last year, has arrested 
more than a few. After arresting a num- 
ber of terror suspects posing as Syrian 
refugees in early February, German do- 
mestic intelligence chief Hans-Georg 
Maa8en warned that European authori- 
ties have “seen repeatedly that terrorists 
are being smuggled in, camouflaged as 
refugees.” ISIS, in particular, has been 
involved in smuggling in operatives. 
“We are in a situation which is serious, 
and we have a high risk that there can be 
a terrorist attack,” added MaaBen. 
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Beyond Terror 

Beyond the terror threat is a broad array of 
serious problems either developing or being 
aggravated by the massive and sudden in- 
flux of “refugees.” And ironically, perhaps, 
after first supporting the destruction of mul- 
tiple nations and sparking the refugee cri- 
sis, and then supporting the unprecedented 
tsunami of Islamic immigration into Eu- 
rope, establishment voices in government, 
media, and finance are all acknowledging 
the obvious: Europe has been pushed to the 
brink of collapse. Lawlessness is spreading; 
government budgets are breaking; crime, 
welfare costs, and unemployment are soar- 
ing; fear and hatred are being fueled; and it 
is all getting worse quickly. 

From the New York Times and billion- 
aire globalist George Soros to govern- 
ment officials from across the bloc, the 
very same forces that helped spawn the 
mushrooming chaos are now starting to 
talk publicly about how serious it is. As 
far back as 2010, German Chancellor An- 
gela Merkel acknowledged that multicul- 
turalism has “utterly failed.” Today, words 
such as “collapse,” “the brink,” and “im- 
plosion” are now part of the everyday lexi- 


con as the escalating crisis sweeps through 
the continent like wildfire. And as of now, 
there is little being done to even tap the 
brakes in a serious manner — with the ex- 
ception of bogus “solutions” that in fact 
advance globalism and statism more than 
anything else (see article on page 10). 
Even without statements from estab- 
lishment sources, the magnitude of the cri- 
sis is becoming increasingly clear. Across 
wide swaths of the continent, the chaos 
surrounding the immigration situation is 
quickly spiraling out of control — and be- 
coming impossible to conceal. Consider, 
for example, the mass sexual assaults on 
New Year’s Eve across Germany and be- 
yond. At just one train station, located in 
Cologne, authorities estimate that some 
1,000 male refugees were involved in sex- 
ually assaulting women in a single night. 
Multiple robberies were also reported. 
Officials tried to cover it up, but even- 
tually it became an international scandal 
anyway, with the ham-handed coverup at- 
tempt only adding to the public outrage. 
In reality, though, Cologne was only the 
tip of the iceberg, as millions of terrified 
women can attest. After the Cologne as- 


saults were exposed, it was revealed that 
similar incidents had occurred all over 
Germany. The situation has become so bad 
that even German children have taken to 
YouTube to implore their parents to wake 
up and protect them. 

Other cities across Europe witnessed 
similar horrors. In the United Kingdom, 
gangs of Pakistani Muslim immigrants 
have been exposed grooming and sexu- 
ally abusing hundreds of school children 
— some as young as 13. Authorities tried 
to cover it up, deepening the scandal. In 
Sweden, police were eventually forced to 
acknowledge this year covering up a mass 
sexual assault incident by Islamic immi- 
grants that took place in 2014. That was 
just a year after immigrant youths across 
Stockholm rioted, set schools and cars 
ablaze, attacked and injured police, and 
went on a three-day long rampage. 

In France, meanwhile, the implosion of 
law and order in and around Calais has 
been making headlines as roaming bands 
of migrants and alleged refugees wreak 
havoc, attack vehicles on highways, and 
more. A migrant camp there known as 
the “jungle,” where some 5,000 Middle 
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Scene of the crimes: The central train station in Cologne, Germany, was the scene of a mass Saal assault on women iby some 1,000 Islamic 


migrant men on New Year’s Eve. 
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Eastern and African men are encamped in 
hopes of illegally crossing into the United 
Kingdom eventually, has become infa- 
mous amid riots, robberies, and a mas- 
sive crime spree in the surrounding area. 
When police tried to dismantle the illegal 
camp, they were violently attacked with 
stones and other projectiles. The small 
number of women and children, who only 
began arriving at the camp late last year, 
have suffered from widespread rape and 
abuse at the hands of male Muslim mi- 
grants, according to aid workers quoted 
in media reports. 

Similar lawlessness and chaos is spread- 
ing to other areas of the continent. And 
now, the establishment is talking about it. 
There are now multiple towns from Greece 
in the south to Sweden in the north where 
refugees literally outnumber locals. One 
German town with a population of 100 
was ordered to accommodate 1,000 refu- 
gees, according to news reports. The costs 
to taxpayers are obviously staggering. 

The overrunning of Stockholm’s central 
station by gangs of North African youths 
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robbing, groping, and assaulting citizens 
and security officials alike recently made 
headlines, too, as police claim they are 
powerless to stop it. “The all-male migrant 
teen gangs are spreading terror in the cen- 
ter of the Swedish capital, stealing, grop- 
ing girls and assaulting security guards,” 
reported the U.K. Daily Mail, which has a 
correspondent in Stockholm, citing Swed- 
ish police sources. 

Considering the exploding violence at 
asylum centers and a recent wave of eth- 
nic warfare that has included dozens of 
grenade attacks in major Swedish cities, 
Swedish National Police Commissioner 
Dan Eliasson noted that law enforcement 
was dangerously overstretched. He said 
the force needs at least 4,100 additional 
employees to quell the chaos, according 
to news reports. The Migration Service is 
also past the breaking point, as the nation 
of less than 10 million attempts to absorb 
an acknowledged 190,000 refugees in 
2015 alone. 

Sweden’s Foreign Minister Margot 
Wallstr6m warned in October that “most 
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Welcome to the jungle: Thousands of migrant men at “The Jungle” squatter camp, including one 
seen here holding a knife amid police intervention to shut it down, have sparked chaos in Calais, 
France, hoping to cross into the United Kingdom. 
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people feel that we cannot maintain a sys- 
tem where perhaps 190,000 people will 
arrive every year.” “In the long run, our 
system will collapse,” added the far-left 
politician, whose party has been among 
the most radical pro-open borders par- 
ties in the world. That type of language 
is unprecedented in Sweden, but has 
now become a standard part of everyday 
conversations. 

If current trends continue, warned 
Swedish-Kurdish economist Tino Sanan- 
daji, a leading commentator on the 
unprecedented influx of immigrants, 
Swedes would become a minority in 
their own country within 15 years. The 
price tag for feeding, housing, clothing, 
educating, and providing healthcare for 
the waves of refugees will be virtually 
impossible for the nation to bear in the 
long run, too, he has pointed out, citing 
research. Only recently have Swedish au- 
thorities taken some tepid steps to rein in 
the chaos after initially promising perma- 
nent residence permits to any “Syrians” 
who arrive. Many immigrants from other 
countries simply throw away their pass- 
ports and claim to be Syrian. 

The situation in Sweden has so alarmed 
its mostly like-minded neighbors that 
the Norwegian government, which is 
not an EU member but shares a long his- 
tory with Sweden, has started making 
contingency plans to seal the border in 
case of a collapse of Swedish authori- 
ties — something that even top Swedish 
officials have warned was a possibility. 
“It is a force majeure proposal which we 
will have in the event that it all breaks 
down,” said Norwegian Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg, adding that the legislation 
was expected to receive “broad support” 
despite warnings that it would allegedly 
contravene the Geneva Convention. “We 
are ready for the worst.” 


In Germany, No-go Zones and Lies 

In Germany, meanwhile, the situation is 
also spinning out of control, with huge 
demonstrations against uncontrolled im- 
migration growing larger with every pass- 
ing week, as police and authorities are 
accused of covering up a massive crime 
wave. In efforts to clamp down on con- 
cerned Germans, authorities have stepped 
up prosecutions and censorship of those 
who complain too loudly. Pro-mass im- 
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Preparing for implosion: Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg and her government are 
working on contingency plans to seal their border with Sweden in case Swedish authorities 


collapse amid the migrant tidal wave. 


migration politicians have even resorted 
to bizarre conspiracy theories, claiming 
recently, for example, that Russia was try- 
ing to stoke unrest in Germany by openly 
voicing concerns about a 13-year-old 
Russian-speaking girl who was reportedly 
kidnapped and gang-raped in Berlin by 
refugees. 

The official crime statistics are also 
being fudged downward to ease fears, 
according to law-enforcement officials. 
German police officer and author Tania 
Kambouri suggested, based on her per- 
sonal experience, that the government was 
blatantly hiding the enormity of the prob- 
lem using lies. In her book Germany in the 
Blue Light, she warns of growing violence 
and danger, particularly from poorly inte- 
grated Islamic immigrants. “I would imag- 
ine that something has been tampered with 
or glossed over in order not to stir up fear 
in the population,” she told the Stuttgarter 
Zeitung newspaper about the bogus gov- 
ernment statistics. The policewoman has 
also warned that authorities have already 
lost control over some areas as “migrant 
gangs” take over, describing how Muslims 
live in “parallel societies, where different 
tules apply.” 

Other lawmen have been speaking out 
even more forcefully, and in some cases 
have been for years. Another top lawman, 
German Police Union President Rainer 
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Wendt, told the establishment-minded Der 
Spiegel much the same thing. “In Berlin or 
in the north of Duisburg there are neigh- 
borhoods where colleagues hardly dare 
to stop a car — because they know that 
they’ll be surrounded by 40 or 50 men,” 
he was quoted as saying in an article about 
a confidential police report describing 
precisely such a situation. The attacks on 
law enforcement amount to a “deliberate 
challenge to the authority of the state — 
attacks in which the perpetrators are ex- 
pressing their contempt for our society.” 

At great risk to themselves, some politi- 
cians have also acknowledged what is hap- 
pening. North Rhine-Westphalia Christian 
Democratic Union Party Vice Chair Armin 
Laschet, whose party includes German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, was blunt 
about it. “There are in this state no-go 
areas,” he said. “Even today police in the 
districts of Duisberg and Gelsenkirchen 
no longer have the situation under control. 
There are lawless areas.” 

The media, though, is playing a major 
role in helping to distort reality, under 
orders from the government. Indeed, Dr. 
Wolfgang Herles, the former chief of ZDF 
Bonn (Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen is the 
national “public-service” broadcaster), re- 
cently admitted that authorities were basi- 
cally calling the shots. “The topics about 
which are reported are laid down by the 


government,” he said, adding that so- 
called journalists are given instructions 
to report news in a way that is “to Ms. 
Merkel’s liking” and that the “scandal” 
would cause Germans to lose all trust in 
their supposedly free press. “One is not al- 
lowed to say anything negative about the 
refugees.” 

On the other side of the equation is the 
explosive growth of anti-immigrant rac- 
ist groups — including many that, despite 
the establishment media’s wild abuse of 
the term, are properly characterized as 
neo-Nazis. All across the continent, they 
are gaining strength. The danger was per- 
haps most shockingly brought into focus 
when Norwegian mass-murderer Anders 
Breivik slaughtered almost 80 people 
— primarily the children of pro-mass- 
immigration politicians — in a demented 
“protest” against the uncontrolled immi- 
gration. Street battles between vigilante 
groups and immigrants are becoming a 
regular occurrence, and the escalation of 
tensions can only continue. Meanwhile, 
every day concemed citizens, bewildered 
by what is happening to their nations, are 
being lumped in with violent neo-Nazis 
merely for expressing their views. 


Establishment Voices 

Point Out the Obvious 

In what may seem bizarre at first glance, 
the establishment is now, in many cases, 
not only reporting much of the news, but 
even denouncing the fruits of its pro-mass 
immigration propaganda as if it were some 
sort of shock. Perhaps the establishment 
considers the “fundamental transforma- 
tion” of the West a “fait accompli,” so 
to speak, and so reports on what is hap- 
pening. Also possible is that the so-called 
mainstream media hope to salvage some 
credibility as the out-of-control situation 
becomes impossible to conceal any long- 
er. But also at play is the fact that the de- 
liberately engineered crisis is now being 
exploited to further the internationalist 
agenda (see page 10). 

In January, for example, the New York 
Times, a leading mouthpiece of the estab- 
lishment, published a column headlined 
“Germany on the Brink,” highlighting 
some of the massive challenges ahead. 
“Until recently, Europe’s assimilation 
challenge looked unpleasant but not in- 
surmountable, and the likelihood of Yu- 
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Despite occasional claims to the contrary, the 

no-go zones are neither a myth nor an isolated 
phenomenon. Police, when they do come, arrive in 
Caravans of Squad cars, often wearing bullet-proof 
vests. Drug dealing takes place in the open, in broad 
daylight, right in the town Square. 


goslavian-style balkanization relatively 
remote,” wrote Ross Douthat in the op- 
ed, touching on growing fears of “Eura- 
bia” and mass Islamification. “With the 
current migration, though, we’re in un- 
charted territory.” 

Noting that the overwhelming majority 
of the refugees are young men, the Times 
column points out that such skewed sex 
and age ratios are likely to be destabiliz- 
ing. In Sweden among “unaccompanied 
minors” (many are actually adults lying 
about their age), males outnumber girls 
by more than 12 to one — meaning the 
nation now has an estimated 123 boys for 
every 100 girls in the 16- to 17-year-old 
age range. As one possible option to deal 
with that, the Zimes columnist suggests the 
refugees could bring wives and families 
from their own countries. But that “would 
double or treble this migration’s demo- 
graphic impact, pushing Germany toward 
a possible future in which half the under- 
40 population would consist of Middle 
Eastern and North African immigrants and 
their children.” 

Of course, the columnist observes that 
such an immense demographic trans- 
formation — not to mention the cultural 
shift — will not be accepted peacefully. In 
fact, it will likely result in major problems 
ranging from surging terrorism and politi- 
cal violence to nightmarish instability. To 
avoid such a fate — something the New 
York Times and others have helped bring 
about through non-stop propaganda for 
war, crushing national sovereignty, open 
borders, big government, and more — 
Douthat offers some solutions. Those in- 
clude closing the borders, deporting able- 
bodied young men, giving up “the illusion 
that Germany’s past sins can be absolved 
with a reckless humanitarianism,” and get- 
ting rid of Germany’s Merkel. But that all 
appears unlikely, especially in Germany. 

Other establishment voices that played 
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a key role in bringing the current crisis 
about are also openly using apocalyptic 
rhetoric to describe the results of their 
handiwork. In January, Obama ally and 
refugee-crisis instigator George Soros, 
the establishment billionaire and Roth- 
schild dynasty protégé, warned that Eu- 
rope is “on the verge of collapse.” “There 
is plenty to be nervous about,” the global- 
ist hedge-fund boss said in an interview 
with the New York Review of Books. The 
EU is “falling apart” and is in an “exis- 
tential crisis” due to the refugee tsunami, 
he added at the World Economic Forum. 
“Most people know that something has 
gone terribly wrong.” 

EU and national leaders have echoed 
the doomsday rhetoric about the collapse 
of Europe. British Prime Minister David 


Cameron, who is trying to beat back a 
public that is desperate to secede from the 
EU as it implodes, called for an “emer- 
gency brake” on immigration within the 
EU. French Prime Minister Manuel Valls, 
meanwhile, warned that the influx would 
be “destabilizing.” European Council 
president Donald Tusk warned that open 
borders among many European countries 
would collapse within months if the crisis 
is not dealt with. 

Ironically, late Libyan strongman 
Moammar Gadhafi boasted a decade ago 
that there were already 50 million Muslims 
in Europe. “There are signs that Allah will 
grant Islam victory in Europe — without 
swords, without guns, without conquest — 
[and] will turn it into a Muslim continent 
within a few decades,” he said. Thanks to 
Obama, the EU, and the UN’s destruction 
of Libya and other nations, the influx of 
Muslims into Europe has exploded. 

Whether Europe may be at risk of be- 
coming Muslim remains unclear at this 
point. But this article only scratches the 
surface of what is happening to the con- 
tinent. And as the globalist-engineered 
refugee tsunami grows larger, so will the 
magnitude of what is taking place. In fact, 
this may be just the beginning. 


ws 


Protests made up largely of mainstream concerned citizens, such as this one in Germany, are 
growing increasingly massive across Europe as the reality of the immigration tsunami becomes 


impossible to conceal. 
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Obama's Two-front M 
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| he 2 
“Refugee Resettlement’ and “Unaccompanied Minors’ are 
presenting a double threat to our economy, our national 


security, and our social order. 


Will we repeat Europe’s folly? Under the pretext of helping “Syrian refugees,” EU leaders 
allowed over one million (mostly Muslim) migrants from Syria, Irag, Afghanistan, Nigeria, 
Tunisia, Senegal, Ghana, and dozens of other countries to flood into Europe. 


by William F. Jasper 


he Obama administration’s plan to 
“surge” Syrian refugees into the 
United States is back in full-tilt 
mode. And unless the American public and 
the U.S. Congress block this effort, thou- 
sands (or tens of thousands, or hundreds of 
thousands) of unvetted “refugees” from a 
dozen or more Muslim countries may soon 
be pouring into the United States. 
Assistant Secretary of State Anne Rich- 
ard revealed the Obama plan to “surge” 
Syrian refugees into the United States at a 
conference in Geneva, Switzerland, with 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees An- 
tonio Guterres on December 9, 2014. “The 
United States accepts the majority of all 
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UNHCR referrals from around the world,” 
Assistant Secretary Richard stated. “Last 
year, we reached our goal of resettling 
nearly 70,000 refugees from nearly 70 
countries. And we plan to lead in reset- 
tling Syrians as well ... and we expect ad- 
missions from Syria to surge in 2015 and 
beyond.” (Emphasis added.) 

The surge scheme, however, ran into 
several reality smackdowns in 2015. First, 
there were the deadly jihadi terrorist at- 
tacks in Paris (in January against Charlie 
Hebdo and a Jewish supermarket, and the 
even more lethal bombing and shooting 
attacks in November). Then there was the 
terror attack by Syed Rizwan Farook and 
Tashfeen Malik, which killed 14 people and 
wounded 21 in San Bernardino, California. 
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These, coupled with the massive tsunami of 
more than a million “refugees” pouring into 
Europe, provided a sobering wake-up call 
to the American public, the U.S. Congress, 
and other elected officials. The suicidal con- 
sequences of open borders and unchecked 
migration are real indeed, as these events 
showed. And as they also demonstrated, po- 
litical correctness should not be allowed to 
overwhelm the genuine threats posed to our 
economy, social cohesion, personal safety, 
and national security by a new wave of Is- 
lamic immigrants who had not been — and 
could not be — properly vetted. 

Still, as late as September 21 of last year, 
Secretary of State John Kerry was prom- 
ising during a press conference in Berlin, 
Germany, to bump up annual U.S. refugee 
admissions to at least 100,000 — and even 
more, if possible — while promising to 
take a minimum of 10,000 Syrian refugees. 
Butas the EU refugee crisis intensified, and 
as alarming video and photo images of the 
massive flood of migrants began dominat- 
ing the news cycles, the Obama adminis- 
tration, faced with widespread opposition, 
backed off — temporarily. 

The fierce pushback against Obama’s 
refugee surge has been aided by continuing 
and growing anger over his other migration 
surge: the waves of “unaccompanied mi- 
nors” that have flooded across our southern 
border since 2014, thanks to the encourage- 
ment to break the law provided by the pres- 
ident’s illegal amnesty-by-executive-order. 

On March | of this year, Obama’s com- 
missioner of Customs and Border Protec- 
tion (CBP) told the House Subcommittee 
on Homeland Security that the “surge” of 
unaccompanied children and youths since 
2014 is straining CBP resources. “Dur- 
ing FY 2014, the U.S. Government expe- 
rienced an unprecedented increase in the 
number of unaccompanied children (UC) 
crossing the Southwest border, compared 
to previous years,” Commissioner R. Gil 
Kerlikowske testified. “The surge created a 
resource challenge for CBP and other Fed- 
eral partners responsible for responding to 
the urgent humanitarian situation,” he said. 
According to Kerlikowske, the CBP is al- 
ready experiencing another UC surge this 
year, and is planning for “‘a revised baseline 
of 75,000 UC apprehensions.” The 2014 
surge brought more than 60,000 unaccom- 
panied children and 26,000 families across 
our border. CBP is requesting tens of mil- 


25 


Ge STORY 


The surge scheme, however, ran into several reality 
smackdowns in 2015. First, there were the deadly 
jihadi terrorist attacks in Paris (in January against Charlie 
Hebdado and a Jewish supermarket, and the even more 
lethal bombing and shooting attacks in November). 


lions dollars more to deal with the influx. 
But the CBP budget is only one part of the 
economic burden. After the CBP “process- 
es” the apprehended children and families, 
they are turned over to the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Office 
of Refugee Resettlement, which has built 
dozens of new facilities to “temporarily” 
house the new arrivals. Most are released 
to a relative or friend, with their status to 
be determined by an immigration hearing. 
But with our immigration courts already 
backlogged with about half a million cases, 
a hearing can be years in the future. By 
the time it does finally arrive, experience 
shows, the released illegals likely will have 
already disappeared. 

While the unaccompanied-children 
surge has attracted most of the media at- 
tention, the Obama administration has also 
managed to surge a huge increase in the 
numbers of H-1B and L-1B “temporary” 
workers — by executive order, of course. 
This is a political payoff to the high-tech 
companies — both foreign and domestic — 


who are using these Obama visa “reforms” 
to bring in thousands of lower-paid tech 
workers to replace their American coun- 
terparts. In addition, an Obama executive 
order has illegally granted green card sta- 
tus to, potentially, hundreds of thousands 
of H-4 spouses and dependent children of 
H-1B workers, thus flooding our employ- 
ment lines with foreign competitors, at a 
time when America’s family breadwinners 
and newly graduating high-school and col- 
lege students are struggling to find work. 
All of that is still only part of the story, 
however: President Obama has also, again 
by executive order, hamstrung the Border 
Patrol and done everything possible to 
render border security and immigration 
controls as ineffective as possible. In No- 
vember 2014, for instance, he announced 
his intention to ignore federal immigration 
law passed by Congress and, by executive 
order, grant as many as five million ille- 
gal aliens a three-year stay of deportation, 
work permits, and various government 
benefits, including Social Security and 


Obama’s planned refugee “surge”: Secretary of State John Kerry meets with Syrian refugees on 
September 20, 2015, in Berlin, promising to increase U.S. refugee intake. 
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tax credits. This presidential policy of “de- 
ferred action” directly conflicts with the 
constitutionally passed immigration laws 
the president — and his Border Patrol of- 
ficers — have taken an oath to uphold. 
Understandably, this causes a quandary for 
Border Patrol officers, who must choose 
between obeying the law or following the 
illegal executive directives — and keeping 
their jobs. When CBP Commissioner Ker- 
likowske was asked during congressional 
testimony about objections by Border Pa- 
trol agents to being placed in this predica- 
ment, Kerlikowske matter-of-factly stated 
the agents need to get behind Obama’s 
policy or “look for another job.” 

Shawn Moran, vice president of the 
labor union that represents Border Patrol 
agents, the National Border Patrol Coun- 
cil (NBPC), charges that this “is part of 
the administration’s strategy to demoral- 
ize and disrupt agents and completely 
dismantle immigration enforcement.” 
“They’re going to make the job so unbear- 
able,” says Moran, “because they know 
they have a very motivated workforce, a 
very patriotic workforce that wants to up- 
hold the laws, yet we have the president 
of the United States and the commissioner 
of Customs and Border Protection directly 
going against the rule of law.” 

To hear President Obama and his Cabi- 
net officials, however, his administration 
has a sterling immigration record. “When 
I took office, I committed to fixing this 
broken immigration system,” President 
Obama claimed in a November 20, 2014 
statement. “And I began by doing what 
I could to secure our borders. Today, we 
have more agents and technology de- 
ployed to secure our southern border than 
at any time in our history.” 

And in a joint statement issued last 
December, the heads of the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) and Health 
and Human Services stressed — in defi- 
ance of all evidence to the contrary — the 
Obama administration’s commitment to 
immigration and border enforcement. “We 
continue to aggressively work to secure 
our borders, address underlying causes 
and deter future increases in unauthorized 
migration, while ensuring that those with 
legitimate humanitarian claims are af- 
forded the opportunity to seek protection,” 
declared the DHS and HHS secretaries. 

How well has Obama “fixed” our bro- 
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ken system? So well that Mexico’s top 
drug cartel kingpin, Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman, was able to sneak into the United 
States last year. Not once, but twice, ac- 
cording to his daughter, whom he report- 
edly visited in southern California follow- 
ing a daring jailbreak. The Sinaloa cartel 
chief, then considered the “world’s most 
wanted” criminal, and an easily recognized 
infamous fugitive, had no problem crossing 
our “fixed” southern border — twice. 

Along those same lines, how about our 
“fixed” entry-exit visa enforcement sys- 
tem? An investigation by the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) in 2011 
revealed that nearly half of the nation’s 
estimated 12 million illegal immigrants 
had actually entered the United States le- 
gally, but then had stayed on in violation 
of their visas. According to the director 
of Homeland Security and Justice for the 
GAO, an audit by her office in 2013 found 
that in the previous year over one million 
foreigners had stayed in the United States 
after their visas had expired. Included in 
that number were 266 known potentially 
dangerous foreign nationals who “could 
pose national security or public safety 
concerns.” She also reminded legislators 
that “five of the nineteen September 11, 
2001 hijackers were overstays.” 

More recently, in its January 21, 2016 
report, DHS officials congratulated them- 
selves on losing only 527,127 foreign na- 
tionals who had come to the United States 
in FY 2015 for business or pleasure (under 
B-1, WB, B-2, and WT visas). Among the 
more than half a million visa holders who 
have failed to leave, noted Judicial Watch, 
“3,614 are from countries with document- 
ed ties to terrorism. Here’s the breakdown 
as per the DHS stats: 1,435 from Pakistan, 
681 from Iraq, 564 from Iran, 440 from 
Syria, 219 from Yemen, 219 from Afghan- 
istan and 56 from Libya.” 

“Tens of thousands more from a num- 
ber of other nations of concern have also 
blown off the terms of their visa and re- 
main in the U.S.,” says Judicial Watch. 
“The DHS figures reveal that 45,272 
Mexicans overstayed their visa as did 
3,284 visitors from El Salvador, 5,872 
from Ecuador and 12,729 Venezuelans. Of 
interesting note is that of the 1.8 million 
visas the U.S. granted citizens of Commu- 
nist China, 18,246 never left.” 

Yet in one statement after another, Presi- 
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Obama’s major “minor” crisis: Migrants ride a freight train on their journey to the U.S.-Mexico 
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border, in Ixtepec, Mexico, July 12, 2014. The number of unaccompanied minors detained on the 


U.S. border has more than tripled since 2011. 


dent Obama and his minions insist they 
have fixed the border and we are more se- 
cure than ever. This backdrop of lies, bro- 
ken promises, and a manifest intention by 
the Obama administration to eviscerate our 
already terminally lax immigration laws is 
making the proposed “refugee resettlement” 
agenda a complete non-starter with sensible 
voters. Americans have proven over and 
over that we are a compassionate and gener- 
ous people, but many are beginning to real- 
ize that our compassion and generosity are 
being manipulated and exploited to advance 
a subversive agenda that, if allowed to con- 
tinue, would end up destroying the United 
States in the same way the identical agenda 
has already almost destroyed Europe. 

The case against President Obama’s 
refugee resettlement program is over- 
whelming, based upon national security, 
economic, and social considerations. We 
will first list an extended itemization of the 
many strikes against the plan, and then de- 
velop some of them in more detail: 

¢ Whereas national security and the per- 
sonal safety of American citizens should be 
of paramount concern to federal officials, 
our top intelligence and counter terrorism 
officials have stated in public testimony 
that they have no way to carry out adequate 
background checks on the refugees, and, in- 
deed, cannot even verify which countries 
the proposed “refugees” are from, or that 
they legally qualify as refugees. 


¢ ISIS/ISIL and other terrorist groups 
have publicly stated they have sent (and 
will continue to send) their adherents 
into the EU and United States among 
the refugees, confirming what counter- 
terrorist specialists have warned would 
be the case. 

¢ The Obama administration’s claims 
notwithstanding, federal officials still have 
no credible way to vet the proposed refu- 
gees to assure they do not have ties to ex- 
tremist, violent, or terrorist organizations. 

¢ Even more disturbing is the fact that 
in FY 2014 alone, the secretary of DHS 
used his “discretionary authority” to grant 
exemptions for 1,519 individuals to be 
admitted into the United States who nor- 
mally would be barred because of their ter- 
rorist activities or ties. 

* As we have already explained, our bor- 
der security is already so ineffective that 
federal authorities cannot even stop one of 
the world’s “most wanted” criminals, who 
crossed with apparent ease, while millions 
of visitors and “temporary” workers have 
stayed on permanently without detection. 

* As Secretary Kerry’s State Department 
notes: “While UNHCR [UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees] reports that less 
than | percent of all refugees are eventu- 
ally resettled in third-world countries, the 
United States welcomes over half of these 
refugees, more than all other resettlement 
countries combined.” 
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(shown after capture), reportedly crossed into the United States twice to visit family members 


while he was the “world’s most wanted” criminal. 


¢ With the notable exceptions of Turkey, 
Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt, our wealthy 
Muslim “allies” — especially in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (Saudi Arabia, Ku- 
wait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and United 
Arab Emirates) — have failed to come to 
the aid of their Muslim brethren. 

¢ The UNHCR and the U.S. State De- 
partment both aver that, ultimately, the 
goal is that refugees will return to their 
homelands when conditions there im- 
prove; this goal is more likely to be 
achieved if the refugees remain geographi- 
cally close to their homeland, in border- 
ing Muslim states, rather than thousands 
of miles away. 

¢ There is less likelihood of antagonism 
and hostility developing against the refu- 
gees — and by the refugees against their 
adoptive country — if they are resettled in 
a religious and cultural milieu compatible 
with their experience. 

¢ In November 2015, President Obama 
declared it is “shameful” to suggest im- 
posing a religious test giving preference to 


Christian refugees over Muslims, but the 
State Department and UNHCR have clear- 
ly done precisely that, only in reverse, dis- 
criminating against Christians, in favor of 
Muslims. The shameful truth is, at the time 
of Obama’s statement, his State Department 
records showed that of 2,184 Syrian refu- 
gees admitted into the United States since 
the Syrian civil war began in 2011, only 53 
were Christians while 2,098 were Muslims. 

¢ The Obama administration is even 
bringing in more Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender (LGBT) “refugees” than 
Christians, with Obama’s UN Ambassador 
Samantha Power stating we have been tak- 
ing 75 to 100 LGBT refugees annually. 

¢ According to the State Department’s 
own data, persecuted Christians from Iraq, 
Syria, and other Muslim countries — the 
population most at risk, and those suf- 
fering the most vicious and deadly treat- 
ment — constitute only 2.8 percent of the 
refugees accepted under Obama, while 
Muslims make up 96 percent and “oth- 
ers” account for 1.2 percent. According to 


On March 1 of this year, Obama’s commissioner of 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) told the House 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security that the “surge” 
of unaccompanied children and youths since 2014 is 


straining CBP resources. 
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media and NGO interviews with Christian 
refugees, the UNHCR is dominated by 
Muslim activists who not only discrimi- 
nate against Christians in recommenda- 
tions for resettlement, but also mistreat 
them in the UNHCR refugee camps, or 
look the other way while they are being 
harassed, persecuted, even tortured and 
executed. The Obama administration and 
the UNHCR have refused to investigate 
and correct this issue, allowing this injus- 
tice to continue and to worsen, while the 
UNHCR remains in charge of determining 
which refugees are allowed to come to the 
United States — and receives even larger 
funding from the U.S. government. 

¢ In the UNHCR’s only audit, the UN’s 
own Independent Board of Auditors 
warned in 2012 that there are “strong in- 
dicators of significant shortcomings in fi- 
nancial management” at the multi-billion 
dollar agency, and stated further, “This is 
a major risk for UNHCR,” which could 
jeopardize future funding. 

« Antonio Guterres, the former president 
of the Socialist International who headed 
UNHCR from 2005 until this January, 
has retired, to be replaced by a longtime 
UNHCR apparatchik, Filippo Grandi, who 
provides no reason to believe the finan- 
cial corruption and anti-Christian bias at 
UNHCR will change. 

¢ Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), chair- 
man of the Subcommittee on Immigration 
and the National Interest, has pointed out 
that in FY 2013, according to HHS data, 
“more than 90% of recent Middle East- 
ern refugees receive food stamps and ap- 
proximately 70% receive cash welfare and 
government-funded healthcare.” 

¢ Senator Sessions notes, “The net cost 
of resettling 10,000 refugees averages out 
to $6.5 billion over the lifespan of those 
refugees. With such a forecast, the Presi- 
dent’s proposal to resettle 85,000 refu- 
gees this fiscal year alone will result in a 
net cost of approximately $55.25 billion,” 
and he points out, “all of the exorbitant 
long-term costs for this resettlement will 
be borrowed and added to our now $18.4 
trillion debt.” 

¢ USAID boasts the United States 
is “the single-largest donor of humanitari- 
an aid [to Syria], providing more than $4.5 
billion to date, in addition to development 
funding for Syria’s neighbors,” but where- 
as the federal government has no consti- 
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tutional authority to give these billions to 
the UNHCR or any other “humanitarian” 
agency, it simultaneously insists it cannot 
afford the few million dollars needed to 
adequately secure our borders. 

« At the UN Conference on Aid to Syria, 
held in London in February 2016, donor 
governments showered UNHCR and other 
UN “relief agencies” with another $11 
billion with no guarantee whatsoever that 
they will adopt financial accountability or 
correct their anti-Christian bias. 

¢ At the above-mentioned London do- 
nors conference, Secretary Kerry (on be- 
half of President Obama and the American 
taxpayers) pledged another $890 million 
for Syrian aid. 

« An enormous “Refugee Lobby” com- 
prised of hundreds of organizations that col- 
lect over $1 billion annually is using taxpay- 
ers’ money against them, presenting a false 
front of popular support for the administra- 
tion’s refugee resettlement program. 

¢ The Obama administration, along with 
its paid Refugee Lobby activists and sym- 
pathetic media allies, is attempting to quell 
all opposition to the refugee resettlement 
surge by characterizing opponents as big- 
oted, xenophobic, intolerant, and racist. 


Security? What Security? 

The ongoing war and chaos that currently 
engulfs much of Africa and the Levant, 
with millions of homeless, transient refu- 


#Christian lives matter — don’t they? Christian demonstrators in Belfast, Ireland, ask: “Where 


gees, makes it virtually impossible to con- 
duct background checks on the hundreds of 
thousands of applicants who want to come 
to the United States. Top intelligence offi- 
cials have publicly and privately acknowl- 
edged that they have no way to properly 
vet Syrian refugees to weed out those who 
may be ISIL/ISIS terrorists, or may have 
ties to other terrorist and extremist groups. 
In testimony before a subcommittee of the 
House Homeland Security Committee in 
February 2015, the assistant director of the 
FBI’s Counterterrorism Division, Michael 
Steinbach, confirmed that authorities are 
unable to conduct any meaningful security 
checks on the Syrian refugees. 

It would be impossible to vet the Syr- 
ians, he said, because “there is a lack of 
information,” and “I just don’t think you 
can go and get it.” In responding further 
to questions about why we can’t get that 
information, Steinbach replied: “We’re 
talking about a country that’s a failed 
state, that does not have any infrastruc- 
ture, so to speak. So, all the datasets, the 
police, the intel services you would nor- 
mally go and seek that information [from] 
don’t exist.” Representative John Katko 
(R-N.Y.), remarked: “And that obviously 
raises a grave concern about being able to 
do proper background checks on the indi- 
viduals coming into the country.” “Yes,” 
Steinbach replied. 

With more than 20,000 foreigners re- 
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are the Christian refugees?” Christians, the most persecuted refugees in Muslim lands, have been 
systematically excluded from the UN’s refugee programs. 
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portedly involved in fighting in Syria, 
the U.S. intelligence community cannot 
even ascertain whether or not the “Syrian 
refugees” are actually Syrians. “We don’t 
have it under control,” Steinbach told the 
committee. “Absolutely, we’re doing the 
best we can. If I were to say that we had it 
under control, then I would say I know of 
every single individual traveling. I don’t. 
And I don’t know every person there and 
I don’t know everyone coming back. So 
it’s not even close to being under con- 
trol.” 

More recently, Director of National In- 
telligence James Clapper told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on February 
9, 2016 that ISIS is “taking advantage of 
the torrent of migrants to insert operatives 
into that flow.” Clapper added that they 
were “pretty skilled at phony passports 
so they can travel ostensibly as legitimate 
travelers.” 


Billion $ Refugee Network 

“Once in the U.S., refugees seize the 
chance for a new beginning,” the State 
Department’s website tells us. “With the 
assistance of more than 300 local resettle- 
ment agencies, refugees put down roots, 
attend school, get jobs, pay taxes and be- 
come productive members of their com- 
munities. They start businesses and make 
our communities more vibrant and di- 
verse. Refugees share many of America’s 
values: courage, resilience, openness to 
new experiences, and the determination 
to rebuild their lives in a new land.” 

It’s a nice, feel-good pitch, and it’s ob- 
viously true with regard to some refugees, 
but as we saw above, it doesn’t fit the stan- 
dard refugee profile. The vast majority of 
Middle East refugees are on food stamps, 
as well as receiving housing, cash wel- 
fare, education, and healthcare benefits. 

And, one of the hidden costs — both 
economic and security-wise — is the 
seldom-mentioned “mental health” price 
tag. This invisible and alarming topic 
was soberly addressed in a recent Associ- 
ated Press article entitled, “Refugee men- 
tal health needs could overwhelm, experts 
fear.” 

“For the thousands of Syrian refugees 
expected to arrive in the U.S. in coming 
months, the first order of business will be 
securing the basics — health care, jobs, 
education and a safe home,” reported AP 
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Source: Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, US Department of State 


Obama’s “refugee placement” sites: This State Department map of current and planned refugee centers 
shows the extensive Refugee Lobby already established. Further explanation of the map is provided below. 


writer Philip Marcelo. The AP report of- 
fers these somber observations: 


Experts estimate 10 to 20 percent 
of incoming Syrians will have war- 
related psychological problems war- 
ranting treatment. 

At about two years after arrival re- 
ality hits and mental health problems 
appear according to Dr. Richard Mol- 
lica at Harvard. 

“They’re in the honeymoon 
phase,” said Richard Mollica, a psy- 
chiatry professor at Harvard Medi- 
cal School who has spent decades 
working with torture and genocide 
victims. “In the first year, they’re 
so happy to be out of that situation. 
They feel something wonderful is 
going to happen in America. 

“Tt’s only about two years later or 
so when there’s a mental health cri- 

is,” he said. “It’s at that point that 
reality hits and they really need a lot 
of mental health care.” 


Extensive and expensive mental health- 
care, by the way. “Failure to address 
them could lead some refugees to with- 
draw from society, increasing the chances 
they’ll be drawn to extremist groups,” 
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warns the AP story, quoting Bengt Arnetz, 
a professor at Michigan State University 
who has been studying trauma in Middle 
Eastern refugees. 

This back-end cost (and the potential 
security threat) is never mentioned, of 
course, by the government officials and 
“volunteer” organizations that are enthu- 
siastically promoting the idea of “welcom- 
ing communities” to accept the planned 
refugee surge. A map of the United States 
produced by the State Department’s Bu- 
reau of Population, Refugees, and Migra- 
tion depicts the areas where its “contrac- 
tor” organizations are established to bring 
the migrant wave to the predesignated 
“welcoming communities” — before most 
of these communities ever realized they 
had put out a welcome mat. Unbeknownst 
to most Americans, this enormous lobby 
of tax-funded organizations has built a 
nationwide network to clamor for a non- 
stop flow of migrants claiming refugee or 
asylum status. 

The color-coded legend on the State 
Department’s U.S. map provides acro- 
nyms for the nine biggest contractor or- 
ganizations that guide the activities (and 
the federal funding) to over 350 organiza- 
tions in 180 cities. Those acronyms, and 
the organizations they stand for, are: CWS 


WR — World Relief. 

According to Ann Corco- 
ran, editor of RefugeeRe- 
settlementWatch.org, the 
tax records of these orga- 
nizations show they take in 
well over $1 billion in fed- 
eral taxpayer funding annu- 
ally. And that does not in- 
clude all of the costs to state 
and local taxpayers through 
various welfare, training, 
and education programs provided to ref- 
ugees. It also does not include the hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars provided by 
tax-exempt foundations, churches, and 
corporations. As a result, the Refugee 
Lobby has plenty of cash, both to fund 
“expert” testimony and lavish multime- 
dia presentations, as well as to organize 
and transport large contingents to state 
capitals, city council meetings, county 
commission hearings, school board 
meetings, and public demonstrations, 
thus creating the false impression of 
popular support. 

However, even though President 
Obama and the well-oiled, tax-financed 
Refugee Lobby have the advantages of 
the White House bully pulpit, the federal 
bureaucracy, huge funding sources, and 
free propaganda from friendly media, a 
solid majority of Americans strongly op- 
poses expanded Islamic refugee resettle- 
ment in the United States, opinion polls 
(Bloomberg, Quinnipiac, Pew, CNN) con- 
sistently show. But that opposition must 
be educated, energized, and mobilized, if 
the Obama Refugee Express is to be de- 
railed and stopped. We must motivate state 
governors and legislatures, local officials, 
and the U.S. Congress to stand against this 
suicidal onslaught. i 
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DARK AMERICA 


Ted Koppel points out weaknesses in America’s power grid, and notes that if these gaps 
are exploited by terrorists, the U.S. government's disaster preparedness will fail. 


LIGHTS 


. 4 4 
* 


Tiss 
KOPPEL 


by James Heiser 


Lights Out — A Cyberattack, A Nation 
Unprepared, Surviving the Aftermath, by 
Ted Koppel, New York: Crown Publishers, 
2015, 279 pages, hardcover. 


or the generation that can remember 
FE the days of the Iran hostage crisis 

from November 1979 through Janu- 
ary 1981, the face of Ted Koppel is a famil- 
iar one. For 25 years, Koppel was the an- 
chor for the late-night ABC News program 
Nightline, and the half-hour broadcast that 
began as a nightly update on the hostage 
crisis became a forum for in-depth discus- 
sion of a wide range of issues. 

Although Koppel remains one of the 
most readily identifiable television journal- 
ists, he had rarely ventured into the realm 
of print journalism. In Lights Out, Koppel 
sets forth a scenario in which the American 
Republic is functionally held hostage. 
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He examines the possibility of a terror- 
ist attack that would imperil the nation’s 
electric grid. While apocalyptic scenarios 
centering on the purported dangers of an 
electromagnetic pulse (EMP) attack have 
received a great deal of attention in recent 
years, what Koppel describes in Lights Out 
is less esoteric, examining the possible ef- 
fects of cyberattacks and physical attacks 
on the nation’s energy infrastructure: 


Electricity is what keeps our society 
tethered to modern times. There are 
three power grids that generate and 
distribute electricity throughout the 
United States, and taking down all 
or any part of a grid would scatter 
millions of Americans in a desperate 
search for light, while those unable to 
travel would tumble back into some- 
thing approximating the mid-nine- 
teenth century. The very structure that 
keeps electricity flowing throughout 
the United States depends absolutely 
on computerized systems designed to 
maintain perfect balance between sup- 
ply and demand. Maintaining that bal- 
ance is not an accounting measure; it 
is an operational imperative. The point 
needs to be restated: for the grid to re- 
main fully operational, the supply and 
demand of electricity have to be kept 
in perfect balance. 


Experts can, and do, agree with regard to 
the vulnerability of the power grid, and 
Koppel gives opportunity for opposing par- 
ties to make their case regarding the risks 
posed by a variety of possible attacks on the 
system. Nevertheless, reading Lights Out, 
it is clear that Koppel is convinced of the 
reality of the danger, and the three major 
portions of the book set forth what the au- 
thor perceives to be the threat, and possible 
responses to that threat. 

The first portion of Lights Out — “A 
Cyberattack” — provides a detailed assess- 
ment of the possible risks posed to the elec- 


trical grid, and the response of both power 
industry analysts and government officials 
to such an assessment. Koppel presents ar- 
guments that are made on, and off, the rec- 
ord by experts within the industry regarding 
the purported vulnerabilities. 

In the second part of the book — “A Na- 
tion Unprepared” — Koppel notes that the 
federal government has apparently learned 
nothing helpful about disaster preparedness 
from debacles such as that which resulted 
from the handling of Hurricane Katrina: 


If not the Red Cross, FEMA, or the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
where should the interested citizen 
turn? What is available online can be 
pathetically inadequate, boiling down 
to the customary recommendation 
for two to three days’ worth of food 
and water, warm clothing, a function- 
ing battery-powered radio, and extra 
batteries. Disaster preparation recom- 
mendations usually include a prede- 
termined plan for where and how the 
family will meet. Beyond that, citi- 
zens are largely adrift, left to find their 
own solutions. 


Throughout the chapters of this portion of 
the book, readers are presented with an all- 
too-familiar view of the federal bureaucra- 
cy, with the individuals who should be the 
most knowledgeable regarding the implica- 
tions of a “grid down” scenario often clue- 
less when it comes to such basic questions 
as: How will power be restored? How will 
citizens be fed and sheltered when the usual 
means of resupply may not be functioning? 
How will the government coordinate relief 
efforts? Thus, when Jeh Johnson, the sec- 
retary of the Department of Homeland Se- 
curity, was asked by Koppel what would 
happen in the event of any situation where 
the power was off for more than “two or 
three days,” the secretary was reduced to 
a mantra-like repetition of the need for a 
battery-powered radio. In Koppel’s words, 
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“Tt was clear that we had been engaging in 
a dialogue of the deaf.” 

The third portion of Lights Out — 
“Surviving the Aftermath” — is primar- 
ily focused on the efforts of individuals to 
prepare for a wide variety of national di- 
sasters, including scenarios such as those 
presented in Lights Out. In certain regards, 
this third portion may be the most inter- 
esting section, since it is arguably one of 
the most sympathetic treatments of “prep- 
pers” to be afforded by a “mainstream” 
journalist. Koppel documents the efforts 
of individual citizens to prepare for taking 
care of themselves in the event of a natu- 
ral or man-made disaster. Contrary to the 
usual media stereotypes, Koppel’s “prep- 
pers” are not “anti-government” radicals, 
“oun nuts,” racists, or neo-Nazis; they are 
businessmen, directors of non-profit orga- 
nizations, ranchers, farmers, and other re- 
sponsible citizens. One entity that receives 
a particularly sympathetic treatment is 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, which Koppel praises at length for 
its extensive network of charitable sup- 
port of co-religionists, and preparation for 
a wide variety of disasters. In Koppel’s 
words, “The LDS church has established 
a model that makes good common sense, 
one that serves to support families in times 
of illness or unemployment, natural 
disaster or international crisis.” 

However, while Koppel’s treat- 
ment of efforts by citizens to prepare 
to provide for their own needs in 
an emergency is commendable, the 
same cannot be said for his statist 
mentality when it comes to prevent- 
ing such a disaster in the first place. 
In fact, it is hard to reconcile differ- 
ent portions of Lights Out with one 
another: How can Koppel recognize 
the ineptitude of federal officials to 
address the need to prepare for a 
variety of long-term disasters with 
his advocacy of the expansion of un- 
constitutional powers being given to 
those same entities? In short, if the 
federal government cannot handle 
the logistics of providing disaster re- 
lief in an emergency, why on Earth 
should they be allowed to grind the 
Bill of Rights under foot? Koppel 
maintains that preventing a cyberat- 
tack requires further governmental 
intrusion into the rights of citizens: 
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For any sort of cyber defense sys- 
tem to efficiently protect the electric 
power industry, information sharing 
has to be a two-way street. Corpora- 
tions will have to get over their pri- 
vacy and liability concerns and give 
government agencies the security 
data those agencies say they need 
in order to be effective. The military 
and intelligence agencies, in turn, 
need to make information relating to 
cyber threats available in real time, 
setting aside worries about jeopar- 
dizing sources and methods. 


And Koppel found an eagerness within 
the intelligence community to further in- 
vade the civil liberties of the public: 


Military and intelligence experts with 
whom I’ve spoken are unanimous in 
asserting U.S. superiority in launch- 
ing cyberattacks. There is similar 
agreement that the nation’s cyber de- 
fense capabilities are more modest. 
It’s a function, many believe, of op- 
erating within the constraints of a de- 
mocracy. Mike Hayden, former head 
of the NSA and director of central 
intelligence, described the handicap 
of being denied “home field advan- 
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tage.” He was referring specifically 
to the Fourth Amendment privileges 
that protect the privacy of U.S. citi- 
zens. There is no denying a certain 
wistfulness among senior American 
military and intelligence officials 
when they discuss the constraints of 
the Constitution. 


What Koppel appears to fail to under- 
stand is that such “wistfulness” by un- 
elected (and seemingly unaccountable) 
bureaucrats is a threat to the Republic 
that is far more pressing than any hy- 
pothetical attack on the nation’s infra- 
structure, and the author’s reference to 
“Fourth Amendment privileges” is chill- 
ing. The fundamental right enumerated in 
the Fourth Amendment is an “inalienable 
right” — not a privilege. The language of 
the Fourth Amendment makes clear the 
character of the inalienable right that ap- 
parently rankles “senior American mili- 
tary and intelligence officials”: 


The right of the people to be secure 
in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable search- 
es and seizures, shall not be vio- 
lated, and no Warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported 
by Oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly describing the place to 
be searched, and the person or 
things to be seized. 


Terrorists may threaten our lives 
and properties, but only our fel- 
low Americans can threaten our 
liberties — and those liberties are 
a treasure that must be protected 
at any cost. One may appreciate 
Koppel’s efforts to document the 
potential threat posed by a cyber- 
attack; but what is unacceptable is 
the government-sponsored “cyber- 
attack” on the Bill of Rights that 
he advocates as a means to prevent 
such terrorism. In this regard, the 
author of Lights Out could have 
profited from asking more of the 
“preppers” he interviewed in writ- 
ing this book what they thought of 
his notion of further undermining 
the Fourth Amendment. But then, 
the interviews might not have been 
printable. Mi 
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Plus One 


A big brother in Sioux Falls, South Da- 
kota, saw to it that one item on his dying 
sister’s bucket list could be crossed off. 

Ten-year-old Rebekah Spader was diag- 
nosed with MDS — pre-leukemia — sev- 
eral years ago and has since undergone a 
failed bone marrow transplant. KSFY re- 
ports that the family decided to forgo any 
further treatment and instead is working 
to help Rebekah live the rest of her life to 
the fullest. 

Rebekah, like most little girls, has al- 
ways wanted to experience dressing up 
and feeling like a princess. When Re- 
bekah’s brother AJ learned that his high 
school was hosting a Valentine’s Day 
dance, he decided to invite his sister to 
be his date and give her an unforgettable 
night where she could dress up and feel 
beautiful. “I wanted to ask my sister be- 
cause she’s most likely not going to be 
able to experience high school. So I just 
thought why not ask her to formal,” AJ 
Spader said. 

The evening began with a formal dinner 
with AJ’s friends and their dates. 

According to AJ, Rebekah stole the 
show. She stood out among all the other 
dates. “Rebekah kind of trumped them 
all,” AJ Spader said. “Her laugh is pretty 
great. It’s really fun to just be around her 
and just make memories.... | want to spend 
as much time with her as possible while 
she’s still doing good.” 

Rebekah had a great time with AJ and 
his friends. After dinner, she was not 
feeling up to going to the dance, KSFY 
reports, but she still had a memorable 
evening. And AJ’s parents could not be 
prouder of their son. “He’s thinking about 
his sister and she’s not going to get to go 
to the prom or the formal when she’s in 
high school because she’s probably not 
going to make it to high school, so he just 
wanted to give her that memory,” Tony 
Spader said. 


Sign With Love 


Fifth graders in Peoria, Illinois, chose to 
give up their recess one day a week so 
that they can learn sign language to help 
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them better communicate with a deaf 
classmate named Rhemy Elsey. 

According to WMBD, Elsey relies on 
sign language and an interpreter to com- 
municate. He also has cochlear implants 
to help him hear somewhat. 

Elsey’s interpreter, Tammy Arvin, told 
ABC News that students were unable to 
communicate directly with Rhemy, and 
that Rhemy’s use of an interpreter made 
it difficult for him to socialize with his 
classmates. “It can be really hard for [deaf 
kids] from a social and emotional stand- 
point to have an interpreter following them 
around all day long. It can feel somewhat 
isolating,” Arvin told ABC News. 

That is why Arvin was particularly 
moved when Rhemy’s classmates ex- 
pressed an interest in forming an Ameri- 
can Sign Language club to learn sign 
language so that they can communicate 
with their classmate. “I was thrilled that 
they were interested and that they wanted 
to learn some sign language and that they 
were taking some initiative to be able to 
communicate more effectively with one of 
their classmates,” she told WMBD. 

And Rhemy was honored by his class- 
mates’ show of support. “It’s like they 
want to be like me,” he told WMBD. 

Arvin told ABC News that the sign lan- 
guage classes have already improved the 
way the students and Rhemy communi- 
cate. 

Arvin contends that the students’ in- 
volvement in the sign language club has 
given them insight into another culture. 
“They don’t necessarily realize they’re 
learning ... about deaf culture by par- 
ticipating in this club,” Arvin told ABC 
News. “It really gives them a perspec- 
tive on this other culture within the U.S. 
that they previously weren’t aware [of], 
so they’re benefiting ginormously just in 
terms of learning about diversity and hav- 
ing a broader perspective on the world 
around them.” 


A Hero’s Generosity 


Firefighter Ryan McCuen of Detroit, 
Michigan, responded to an emergency call 


where he went above and beyond the call 
of duty, ABC News reported. 

McCuen responded to an emergency 
call after the power went out in a home 
where a teenage boy’s life is maintained 
by an electric ventilator. When McCuen 
arrived, he learned that the family was 
more than $1,000 behind on their electric 
bill payments, even after making monthly 
payments ranging from $200 to $300. 

Christy Stone, 49, told ABC News that 
she called 911 immediately when the 
power went out because her son, Troy 
Stone, has Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
and would not be able to live long with- 
out a ventilator. Another son, a 15-year- 
old, also has muscular dystrophy, though 
he does not require a ventilator. Stone 
states that the family has been buried in 
medical bills. 

Extended family attempted to help the 
family raise money by creating a GoFund- 
Me page, but the page failed to receive 
enough donations to cover the significant 
bills. 

After learning all of this, McCuen de- 
cided to pay the electric bill in its entirety, 
a total of $1,023. “When she explained the 
unpaid bill, her family’s situation and how 
she didn’t know what to do, it was a no- 
brainer for me,” he told ABC News. 

When the Clinton Township Fire De- 
partment chief learned of McCuen’s good 
deed, he shared the story. Those who heard 
it were inspired to act. 

“Someone donated a generator and said 
he would come out today to help us hook 
it up,” Stone said. “Our GoFundMe to help 
raise money for a lift van for my sons to 
fit their wheelchairs has been getting a lot 
of support now.” 

The family was so overwhelmed by the 
goodness of all those who have helped 
them, McCuen in particular. Stone and 
a friend told ABC News that they hand- 
delivered a balloon, a thank-you card, and 
cookies to McCuen at the department. 

For McCuen, there really seemed no 
other option but to help the struggling 
family. “You could tell they were honest 
folks — and it just seemed right,” he told 
WDIV News. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Where Have You Gone, George Washington? 


Killing our heroes: By gradually robbing the “good guys’ of their virtues, we have made the 
hero as relative as modern values — and have robbed the young of needed role models. 


by Selwyn Duke 


hen Simon & Garfunkel sang 
“Where have you gone, Joe 
DiMaggio?” in 1968, they 


were lamenting the absence of true he- 
roes. Of course, what perhaps said even 
more about society was that they weren’t 
singing “Where have you gone, George 
Washington?” (one too few syllables for 
the tune, I know). 

From before the creation of the stories 
of Odysseus, Hector, and Jason, civiliza- 
tions have had their heroes. They need 
them. This isn’t just because we like ex- 
citing entertainment or campfire tales, tit- 
illating diversions though they may be, but 
for an all-important reason that, it seems, 
has been largely forgotten. 

“As the twig is bent, so grows the tree,” 
“Train a child in the way he should go, and 
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when he is old he will not depart from it,” 
“Give me a child until he is seven, and I 
will show you the man.” These and many 
other sayings speak of a simple truth: As 
Danish psychologist Dr. Nicolai Sennels 
said when analyzing the “psychology of 
Muslims,” what is ingrained into someone 
during formative years can be almost im- 
possible to overcome. A person is as clay, 
starting out malleable and easily moldable, 
but hardening with age until his form is set. 

Yet what type of process is building the 
babe during these tender years? The child 
doesn’t gain the ability to think in an ab- 
stract manner until about age 11, when, as 
famed child psychologist Jean Piaget de- 
fined it, he enters the final stage of intel- 
lectual development, known as “formal op- 
erations.” Thus, the substantial early-years 
formation that has already occurred by that 
point cannot be an intellectual phenome- 


non. It is a matter of shaping the emotions, 
the passions. Boston College professor 
William Kilpatrick wrote about this in his 
book Why Johnny Cant Tell Right From 
Wrong, citing both ancient philosopher 
Plato and modern one Allan Bloom: 


Plato also addresses himself to stories, 
poetry, painting, and craft [as well as 
music], and has much the same thing 
to say about them. Children ought to 
be brought up in an atmosphere that 
provides them examples of nobility 
and grace. This imaginative educa- 
tion is not a substitute for a reasoned 
morality, but it paves the way for it, 
making it more likely that the grown 
child will happily accept the dictates 
of reason. In this way, the child devel- 
ops an erotic attachment to virtue, by 
which Plato meant not so much sexual 
as passionate. Just as the senses can be 
enlisted on the side of vice, so (with a 
little more difficulty) can they be en- 
listed on the side of virtue. Through 
the senses the child can come to love 
justice and wisdom long before he can 
grasp these notions in their abstract 
form. As an example, Allan Bloom 
mentions the statues that graced the 
cities of Greece, and attracted young 
men and women to the idea of nobility 
by the beauty of the hero’s body. 


Role Models and Virtue 

As is often said, virtues are caught more 
than they’re taught. A parent can talk till 
he’s blue in the face, but no amount of 
eloquence can do as much to mold his 
five-year-old as the example he sets; dur- 
ing those tender years, he ideally should 
be the embodiment of virtue. And if the 
proper emotional attachments aren’t de- 
veloped, the consequences can be far- 
reaching. As C.S. Lewis put it in The 
Abolition of Man, “Without the aid of 
trained emotions the intellect is power- 
less against the animal organism. I had 
sooner play cards against a man who was 
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As is often said, virtues are caught more than they're taught. A parent 
can talk till he’s blue in the face, but no amount of eloquence can do 
as much to mold his five-year-old as the example he sets. 


quite skeptical about ethics, but bred to 
believe that ‘a gentleman does not cheat,’ 
than against an irreproachable moral phi- 
losopher who had been brought up among 
sharpers.” The ill-raised philosopher has 
morality only in his head; the well-raised 
philistine has it in his heart. 

Yet since parents are real people and not 
demigods and can’t perfectly model vir- 
tue, even the best of them can use a little 
help. Enter the hero. By making the hero a 
seductive, larger-than-life embodiment of 
virtue — someone children will aspire to 
be — the young are drawn in emotionally 
to the moral life. 

Consider, for instance (and this is just an 
example), Lucas McCain of the old series 
The Rifleman. He was strong, tough, coura- 
geous, skilled with his fists and firearm, and 
was respected by others as a hero — that 
was the “hook,” that he was everything any 
red-blooded young boy would want to be. 
But he also exhibited faith (to an extent), 
hope, honesty, charity, fortitude, justice, 
temperance, prudence, chastity (implied), 
diligence, patience, kindness, forgiveness, 
humility, and love. It’s quintessential mar- 
keting directed toward a noble end. By 
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combining a seductively manly image that 
any boy would want to “buy into” with the 
aforementioned virtues, it serves to create 
that “erotic attachment to virtue.” It’s great- 
ness by association: Children will admire 
the man and in the process start to admire 
what he embodies, the morals. 

This brings us to the old counter-culture 
(now its spirit is mainstream) criticism 
that the traditional hero is “unrealistic.” 
This is first dishonest, as the authentic- 
ity argument is only used to attack the 
virtuous. The very same people making 
it have no problem portraying a charac- 
ter repeatedly surviving hails of bullets 
unscathed, wholly non-representative 
criminals, such as middle-aged, white, 
male muggers in New York City; or gor- 
geous 120-pound girl-power characters 
tossing 220-pound male criminals around 
like rag dolls. So they well understand the 
concept of “artistic license” — they just 
place it in liberalism’s and licentiousness’ 
service. But the argument also complete- 
ly misses the point. Defenders of the cul- 
tural effluent that is rap will sometimes 
say, “It’s just telling you what’s going on 
out there.” But something serving that 
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purpose isn’t called art; it’s called news. 
And while the only good news may be no 
news, there should be only good art. If it 
doesn’t enrich society but only degrades, 
it has no reason to exist. 

So the storybook hero isn’t called to be 
realistic, only righteous. And this is what 
civilizations have so often done (when their 
better angels have prevailed): create heroes, 
or role models, who eschew vice and reflect 
virtue, as best as the society understands 
those qualities. That is, until recently. 

Now, a budding Thomas Aquinas might 
have noticed that the list of qualities cred- 
ited to the Lucas McCain character was 
mostly a combination of the theological, 
cardinal, and heavenly virtues. An ideal 
hero embodies all virtues and in this way 
provides every necessary moral element 
for a child to emulate and aspire to during 
his emotional-formation stage. Thus, the 
fewer the virtues exhibited by the hero, the 
more incomplete the moral influence. And 
what we’ve done in modern times is kill 
moral compasses by killing the hero, little 
by little, as he has gradually been robbed 
of his virtues. 

To do this complete justice, I must men- 
tion that even many of our older American 
heroes were at least somewhat lacking in 
one important virtue: faith. Pope Benedict 
XVI said, and I agree, that Western Civili- 
zation’s high-water mark was around the 
13th century. This claim will raise eye- 
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brows, but that was an age when people 
exhibited true faith and when, as G.K. 
Chesterton noted, everyone (in the West) 
agreed on “what really mattered.” Yet 
faith would remain prominent in the West 
for quite some time. The last words of 
Thomas More, declared a “Reformation 
martyr” by the Church of England, before 
being beheaded in 1535 were, “The king’s 
good servant, but God’s first.” George 
Washington made many faith-based 
statements, among them being, “It is the 
duty of all Nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to obey his 
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and 
humbly to implore his protection and fa- 
vors.” And Samuel Adams, “Father of the 
American Revolution,” once said that we 
should pray for the “holy and happy pe- 
riod when the kingdoms of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ may be everywhere 
established, and the people willingly bow 
to the scepter of Him who is the Prince 
of Peace.” Related to this, also note that 
man does have a tendency to heroicize 
even the vice-ridden when they happen 
to satisfy some deep yearning (e.g., for 
vengeance) or spark the imagination; 
thus did criminals such as Billy the Kid, 
Bonnie and Clyde, Jesse James, and John 
Dillinger become folk heroes to many. 
But this is just all the more reason why 
art must not merely imitate life, but exalt 
moral living. 
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Where We Went Wrong 


Yet art does imitate as well as influence, 
and in this is a cultural barometer. And if 
there was a “tipping point” in the tran- 
sition from Christian to post-Christian 
America, it was the 1960s. Consider the 
series Lost in Space, which ran between 
1965 and 1968. While rightly known now 
for its campiness, a straight-adventure 
first-season episode (still in black and 
white) portrayed the characters — mainly 
the Robinson family — stopping to pray. 
This would never be seen in the series 
again. There was little room for God in a 
rapidly secularizing United States. 

This is evident in that 20th-century phe- 
nomenon, the superhero. Superheroes are 
not like medieval Crusaders, who often 
cited God as their inspiration for defend- 
ing the West from Muslim expansionism; 
Washington, who spoke of God as indis- 
pensable; or More, who accepted martyr- 
dom in obedience to God. They’ re power- 
ful, but their power is either inherent to 
them as an accident of nature or evolution, 
or is born of man’s technology. Of course, 
they long exhibited many of the virtues, 
yet they also reflected the spirit of the age. 

At the CiRCE Institute, a “provider of 
inspiration, information, and insight to clas- 
sical educators,” Christian writer Joshua 
Sturgill examines this in his article “Super- 
man or Abraham?: On Modern Concep- 
tions of Heroism.” He writes that since 


Chuck Connors 
“Lucas McCain” 


“heroes are the personification of culture 
and help define its prevailing morality, 
we should be able to tell quite a lot about 
modern America by examining a few of our 
perennial heroes.” Beginning with Super- 
man, Sturgill points out that the character 
“is perhaps our closest connection to the 
heroes of the ancient world,” who “were 
god-bred men” (e.g., Achilles), as he’s 
“from a superior race of beings.” Super- 
man is also “virtuous, handsome, powerful 
and benevolent.... Superman is raised in 
the heartland of America and exemplifies 
innocence [meaning, absence of sin], in- 
dustry and courage,” Sturgill tells us. This 
good-without-God theme continues with 
Batman, who, as the writer puts it, “is the 
union of the martial art of the Far East and 
the economic art of the Far West. He repre- 
sents the hope of a new man emerging from 
pluralism, and therefore justifies pluralism 
— uniting in himself the materialisms of 
the Orient and of Western Europe. He is the 
technological monk, the peaceful assassin, 
the ascetic playboy. He makes the disparate 
appear compatible.” 

Transitioning from the ignoring of God 
to a more aggressively secular message, 
there were the X-Men, created in 1963. As 
Sturgill informs: 


The X-Men are a collection of heroes 
made so by Evolution (even Darwin- 
ian Evolution).... The X-Men stories 
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assume a God-less universe driven 
by blind natural laws that produce in- 
voluntarily the “next step” of biologi- 
cal progress.... The X-Men assure us 
that we need not worry about having 
no religion. Biology is progress... 
Added to this (especially in the films) 
is the related and underlying premise 
that moral judgment is baseless and 
universally destructive. 


Now, this last notion is itself an attack upon 
virtue, as “judgment” is necessary to define 
it as such. After all, virtue refers to a set 
of “good moral habits” and has a corollary: 
that there is also a set of bad moral hab- 
its — vice. And how could we distinguish 
between good and bad habits without ren- 
dering (proper) judgment? Of course, the 
non-judgmentalism approach is also con- 
tradictory, as implicit in it is a negative 
judgment of judgmentalism (not to men- 
tion that a common X-Men theme is the 
“wrongness” of prejudice and “racism”). 
Yet whether the hero is Batman, Beast, or 
James Bond, the larger point is this: Once 
sufficiently disconnected from virtue’s au- 
thor — God — it was only a matter of time 
before virtue itself was under assault. 

This became quite obvious in the 1960s, 
when almost-ideal fictional heroes such 
as Lucas McCain and idealized historical 
ones such as Washington (“I cannot tell 
a lie”) were replaced by the next degen- 


eration. We saw, for instance, Star Treks 
Captain James T. Kirk. He was certainly 
courageous, just, generally honest, and 
exhibited varying degrees of most of the 
other virtues, but faith was completely ab- 
sent. And chastity? Kirk was the embodi- 
ment of “Hugh Hefner Blasts Off.” 

The ’60s also saw the rise of the antihe- 
ro, an individual whose supposed appeal 
is that he lacks some of the heroic virtues. 
A prime example was Clint Eastwood’s 
spaghetti-western character; known as the 
“Man With No Name,” he was also the man 
with little virtue. He certainly displayed 
courage, fortitude, and diligence, but the 
other virtues were either sorely lacking or 
absent. Of course, being a crack shot and 
quintessentially “cool,” he certainly could 
influence the young emotionally. 

And the problem today is twofold: We 
not only don’t understand virtue very well, 
but we also mock it. As American Think- 
er’s Barry Rubin put it while commenting 
on contemporary entertainment in his 2008 
piece “Detecting Real Heroes,” “Someone 
who appears moral is, of course, instantly 
identifiable as corrupt. In a television show, 
film, or whatever, if a sincere religious be- 
liever (except for a Muslim) or a clergyman 
appears, you know he is stealing from the 
poor box. That stereotype holds and you 
can tell from the start who the villains are.” 
In keeping with this, virtue is cast as vice. 
If someone appears chaste, he just must 
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have a sexual problem. Honesty is deval- 
ued, with our “heroes” being masters of 
Machiavellian deceit. Kindness has given 
way to coolness, selflessness to selfishness, 
and forgiveness to a fearsome vindictive- 
ness. Understand, though, that this occurs 
not because of any intellectual understand- 
ing that what was once called virtue actu- 
ally isn’t so, but because vice feels right. As 
ancient Chinese sage Confucius put it (I’m 
paraphrasing), “I never knew anyone who 
loved virtue as much as sex.” 

This brings us to the crux of the prob- 
lem: A majority of moderns cannot even 
believe in virtue, properly understood. 
Virtues are expressions of Truth, by defi- 
nition absolute and transcendent. But 
awash in moral relativism, most Western- 
ers today — and virtually everyone in the 
arts — believe that what we call “right 
and wrong” is merely an expression of the 
collective preference of the moment. And 
among people divorced from Truth, “the 
most common basis for moral decision- 
making [is] doing whatever feels right,” as 
the Barna Group research company put it 
in 2002. In this relativistic universe, there 
are no virtues, and hence no “good guys” 
and “bad guys” in any real sense, only 
competing feelings and fancies. 

And in this evolving and devolving uni- 
verse, the hero’s virtues were gradually 
whittled away as he went from hero to anti- 
hero to moral zero. What are we left with? 


“Captain James T. Kirk” 
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As Rubin put it, “A pirate fighting demons; 
a nicer gangster battling a less charming 
one, that’s enough to give you something 
to cheer for in this type of [relativistic] 
drama. After all, in our times we are told 
by the professional tellers that there are no 
heroes, [sic] everyone is dirty, corrupt and 
vile. After all, isn’t society that way?” Of 
course, we may see a character pay homage 
to the feelings-fired fashions of the day and 
take up the cudgels for an obligatory ism 
or one of its standard bearers. Thus did the 
FX anthology American Horror Story —a 
series wholly devoid of goodness — engen- 
der sympathy for a sociopathic witch (third 
season, Coven, 2013-2014) by contrasting 
her with a vile slave-owner and having her 
proclaim at one point that she voted for 
Barack Obama “twice.” Message: She may 
be a reprobate, “But, kids, she’s our repro- 
bate. Hope and change, yay!” 

Or just compare the original film Cape 
Fear (1962) with its remake (1991). Both 
involve a lawyer named Sam Bowden 
being targeted by a criminal, Max Cady, 
whom he helped send to prison. In the 
original, whether or not Bowden (Gregory 
Peck) is a “hero,” he certainly is a virtuous 
man who ultimately acts heroically; in con- 
trast, while Cady is well played by Robert 
Mitchum, he is still no one to look up to. 
The lines between good and evil are clearly 
drawn. Fast-forward three decades, how- 
ever, and we have Bowden (Nick Nolte) in 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


So we're managing a neat trick: undoing millennia of moral striving 


as we dial civilization back to something approximating pre- 


Christian, pagan morality. 


the remake remade as a thoroughly sleazy 
character. Not only is he guilty of legal mis- 
conduct, he’s cheating on his wife, has a 
tumultuous, unappealing family life, and is 
generally a weak man, the father every boy 
neither respects nor wants. Of course, Cady 
(Robert De Niro) is more than shady, but he 
is also larger than life: He’s clever, smart, 
self-educated to the point of erudition, and 
exhibits superhuman mental strength, not 
even blinking at excruciating pain. So the 
movie portrays no hero. And presented with 
a pathetic weak man and a powerful, cool 
super-villain, whom would youth be more 
likely to emulate? Hey, remember, you 
can’t really be “good,” anyway, because 
“good” is a social construct, just a “point 
of view.” But “power”? That’s certainly 
real — and alluring. 


Cultural Influence 

So we’re managing a neat trick: undo- 
ing millennia of moral striving as we dial 
civilization back to something approxi- 
mating pre-Christian, pagan morality. Our 
zero faux heroes possess all the things the 
animal organism desires, such as strength, 
cleverness, courage, and power. In this 
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they’re little different from Julius Caesar, 
Genghis Khan, Alexander the Great, or At- 
tila the Hun, all of whom were admired 
merely for winning one for “the team.” 
But where are the theological, cardinal, 
and heavenly virtues? 

Acouple of years ago, I had a discussion 
about cultural influences with a man given 
to philosophical musing. He mentioned that 
he was watching the mid-’80s-born series 
MacGyver with his young nephew, and the 
boy remarked, apparently with some cyni- 
cism and incredulity, that the main charac- 
ter, secret agent Angus MacGyver, “always 
does the right thing.” It speaks volumes: 
Where youth once took for granted that he- 
roes would be white knights, such exhibited 
virtue can now be shocking to them. 

And this should alarm us. For as Found- 
ing Father John Adams warned, “The only 
foundation of a free Constitution is pure 
virtue, and if this cannot be inspired into 
our People in a greater Measure than they 
have it now, they may change their rulers 
and the forms of government, but they will 
not obtain a lasting liberty.” A nation that 
allows virtue to become extinct will soon 
follow it into the abyss. Hi 
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Violence Engulfs 
Neighborhood 


The NBC affiliate in Houston reported on 
March 1 about a violent home invasion 
that left a suspect dead. The neighborhood 
had recently experienced a sharp spike in 
crime, but things took a deadly turn on 
March 1. Authorities say that a man, who 
had just moved in, heard someone break 
the glass next to his front door. The man 
grabbed his firearm and went downstairs 
to investigate. The homeowner found a 
man trying to break in to his house and 
fired at him. When police arrived, they 
discovered the suspect dead at the scene. 
Danny Triplett, a neighbor who heard the 
shots, described the sound to KPRC 2. “It 
was pretty big. Boom,” Triplett told Click- 
2Houston.com. 

Neighbor Jeffrey Hamby told Click- 
2Houston.com that when he heard the 
shots in the middle of the night, he 
“thought someone was banging on my 
door.” Sadly, Hamby thinks this is not an 
isolated episode of crime and violence that 
the community will experience. “This is 
not the end of it, it’s just getting closer and 
closer to our front door,” he said. Hamby 
did express regret over the senseless kill- 
ing, saying, “It’s a sad shame somebody 
loses their life over a handful of 20, 25, 
30, 50 dollars.” 

Triplett said that the community might 
join resources and enlist private security, 
which they had done in the past. “We’re 
going to the homeowner’s association at 
our next meeting and we’re going to get 
security out here again,” Triplett told 
Click2Houston.com. 


No Other Choice 


In another news story out of Houston, 
Click2Houston.com reported on February 
26 about a family man who was forced 
to fire on an intruder in order to defend 
his wife and children. The homeowner 
heard a strange sound coming from the 
back of his house. “I saw a man trying 
to break in. He had two duffle bags with 
him. I screamed at him to leave several 
times and I heard him say ‘I’m sorry.’ I 
also heard him on the phone trying to call 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
_ [Eee 38k. 


someone to come pick him up,” the man 
told Click2Houston.com. The intruder 
actually left but then soon returned. The 
father did not want to take any chances, so 
he fired his shotgun at the burglar. “I have 
my family to protect. This is my home, 
so at that point I had no other choice,” 
he said. The injured suspect fled from the 
home and was apprehended nearby by 
arriving police officers. The suspect was 
transported to a medical facility for treat- 
ment, is listed in stable condition, and is 
expected to survive. 


Savannah Self-defense 


The Savannah Morning News reported 
on February 27 about a recent increase 
in armed self-defense among residents in 
Savannah, Georgia. Savannah-Chatham 
police spokesman Sonny Cohrs told the 
Savannah Morning News that although 
“we certainly do not want people taking 
the law into their own hands in a vigilante 
mind-set, responsible gun ownership to 
protect oneself is a constitutionally pro- 
tected right.” 

Kim Lyles told the Savannah Morning 
News how her gun saved her life and the 
lives of her four children when a burglar 
broke in to her house the prior month. “I 
jumped up and grabbed my gun and I ran 
down the stairwell and I screamed ‘I have 
a gun, I will shoot!’” she said. “I’m just 
a gun owner, and I keep it loaded.... I’ve 
always had one. I’m from Texas. I’ve al- 
ways had a gun since I was 19 years old. 
It was difficult because I’ve never had to 
use a gun like that.... You don’t know if 
he’s coming up the stairs and what he’s 
going to do. It’s scary. If I hadn’t had a 
gun, I don’t know what I would have done. 
I have kids that were in the house.” This 
incident was only one among many that 
involved everyday citizens using their 
firearms to stop lawbreakers and defend 
themselves. 

Another Savannah resident held a 
14-year-old teen at gunpoint with his hand- 
gun until police arrived. The man caught 
the young criminal breaking in to his ve- 
hicle and initially chased the suspect. He 
chased him down the street while on the 
phone with 911. “Instinct just kicked in, 


like, ‘What do you do?... I grabbed (my 
wife’s) phone, a pair of shorts and my pis- 
tol. It’s got my ID, my license and my con- 
cealed permit and all that — it makes me 
legal,” the man told the Savannah Morn- 
ing News. The man eventually cornered 
the suspect in an alleyway and held him 
until the police arrived. “I followed every- 
thing by law, and as soon as the policeman 
told me to put the gun down, I went ahead 
and unloaded it,” he said. 

Earl Shadley, a salesman at Ortiz 
Custom Guns, told the Savannah Morn- 
ing News that he has been witnessing a 
surge in sales over the past six months. 
“A lot of women are coming in and pur- 
chasing because they feel preyed upon.... 
They’re perceived as easy targets. The 
ages range from 21 to 75 years old,” he 
said. Shadley explained that his custom- 
ers express disgust at what they view as 
a failing criminal justice system. “The 
government practices the method of 
catch-and-release.... Law enforcement is 
doing their job. You can read in the paper 
and see someone got a life sentence. But 
life doesn’t mean for life (anymore). Our 
government is not protecting the citizens 
and people want to protect themselves,” 
he added. 


Liquor Store Robbery 


The Associated Press reported on Feb- 
ruary 22 out of Tampa about a robbery 
attempt at a liquor store that ended with 
a deceased suspect. Authorities say two 
men wearing ski masks and hoodies 
burst into the store and pointed guns at 
the clerk behind the counter. The armed 
robbers demanded cash, but the clerk 
was able to pull out his own gun. One 
of the criminals fired at the clerk, who 
returned fire, fatally wounding one of the 
robbers. The other suspect ran from the 
store, leaving his accomplice bleeding to 
death on the floor. The robber succumbed 
to his injuries and was found dead at the 
scene when responding officers arrived. 
Investigators believe that the shooting 
was in self-defense, but the case is being 
referred to the State Attorney’s Office for 
a final determination. Hf 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Surveillance in Session 
ITEM: On November 16, 2015, CNNMoney 
ran an article online entitled “Terrorists 
hide plans by ‘going dark’” that said: 


Violent extremists meet in the open on 
Facebook or Twitter. Then they take 
the conversation private, using tech- 
nology called encryption to encode 
their messages. 

It’s called “going dark.” And it’s 
the most alarming concern for police 
worldwide right now. They worry they 
can t prevent the next terrorist attack. 

In recent weeks, FBI director James 
Comey has repeatedly told Congress 
that surveillance is getting harder. 

“Encryption is nothing new. But 
the challenge to law enforcement and 
national security officials is mark- 
edly worse,” Comey said during a 
speech at a Washington, D.C., think 
tank last month. 


ITEM: An article on Foreign Policy’s web- 
site dated November 16, 2015 asserted that 
passage of the USA Freedom Act and other 
“surveillance reforms” have weakened na- 
tional security by making it harder for law- 
enforcement agencies — at all levels — to 
do their jobs. The article quotes CIA Direc- 
tor John Brennan as saying that “policy” 
and “legal” actions taken in the wake of 
the Snowden revelations “make our ability 
collectively, internationally, to find these 
terrorists much more challenging.” 

After leading the reader to the conclu- 
sion that the attacks in Paris were the re- 
sult of a lack of effective surveillance, the 
article says: 


Brennan said the attacks should 
serve as a “wake-up call” for those 
misrepresenting what intelligence 
services do to protect innocent ci- 
vilians. He cited “a number of un- 
authorized disclosures, and a lot of 
handwringing over the governments 
role in the effort to try to uncover 
these terrorists.” 


CORRECTION: The oft-repeated claim that 
terrorists are “going dark” has become al- 
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Wake-up call: CIA Director John Brennan says that recent terrorist attacks should convince us that 
trying to curtail unrestricted government surveillance will put us all in danger. Many tech experts 
say, however, that the risk of terrorists truly “going dark” is overblown. 


most a mantra for the surveillance hawks. 
And it is one of the Big Lies that — they 
seem to hope — if repeated often enough 
and with just the right amount of emo- 
tional appeal, will stick in the American 
consciousness and be taken for granted as 
truth. But when examined in the light of 
the truth, the issue of “going dark” simply 
fails the test. 

On February 1, 2016, The Intercept 
published an online article about a newly 
released study entitled Dont Panic. The 
study, published by Harvard’s Berkman 
Center for Internet and Society, says that 
“unbreakable encryption — which prevents 
easy, conventional surveillance of digital 
communications — isn’t a big problem 
for law enforcement,” and that America is 
not likely “headed to a future in which our 
ability to effectively surveil criminals and 
bad actors is impossible” because of the en- 
crypted devices and communication apps 
used by millions of Americans. 

The study was the result of what The 
Intercept called “a diverse group of tech- 
nologists, cryptographers, and former and 
current government officials — from think 
tanks, universities, the NSA, FBI, ODNI, 
and others” who held private meetings 
over the course of a year to discuss the is- 
sues surrounding encryption and surveil- 
lance before publishing their findings. 


And what did those experts conclude? 
That end-to-end encryption “doesn’t pose 
an existential threat to law enforcement in- 
vestigations.” How can that be? The rea- 
sons the authors (which included govern- 
ment employees who were unable to sign 
the report “because of their employment”) 
gave were: 

¢ Many companies do not offer end-to- 
end encryption as part of the services they 
make available because it would hinder 
their ability to harvest the data of their 
users. The bottom line is that doing so 
would affect their bottom line. 

¢ End-to-end encryption is not “user 
friendly.” The difficulty of having to sign 
into a service or app with a password that 
is sufficiently long and random to protect 
the encryption key is more trouble than 
many are willing to go to. As a result, 
while many are encrypting some things, 
very few are encrypting everything. 

¢ Many online backup and syncing 
services are either not encrypted at all or 
are done so in such a way that the service 
provider holds the keys and would eas- 
ily be able to (and therefore required to) 
cooperate with a government agency that 
issued a warrant. For instance, Apple’s 
iCloud — which is turned on by default on 
most devices, including the iPhone — is 
encrypted, but — unlike the iPhone itself 
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— the password is known to Apple. The 
company says this is necessary because if 
a user forgets his or her password, Apple 
can still access the data and restore the ac- 
count for the user. 

¢ Even when encryption is used to pro- 
tect the contents of a communication, the 
metadata (data about the communication, 
including the sender, the recipient, the date 
and time of the communication, the length 
of the call or size of the text or e-mail, etc.) 
is not encrypted. And while the USA Free- 
dom Act promised to end the collection of 
that metadata, you will soon see that it did 
no such thing. 

¢ As the Internet of Things (Internet- 
connected devices such as Smart Watches, 
Smart TVs, Internet-connected refrigerators, 
washing machines, security systems, etc.) 
has grown and continues to grow, there is 
an ever-widening pool of devices providing 
information about more and more people. 

¢ Even if a person encrypted all of their 
communications, they would still be open 
to the surveillance being conducted on the 
people around them who are not encrypt- 
ing all of their communications. Listening 
to “person A’s” conversation with “person 
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B” would be a simple matter of using the 
microphone in the phone of “person C” 
who is standing close by. 

As THE NEW AMERICAN has reported 
previously, with as many tools as the sur- 
veillance hawks have at their disposal — in- 
cluding satellite photography, street camer- 
as, undercover agents who infiltrate terrorist 
cells and criminal organizations, spy planes 
and drones, and a plethora of other tools 
— the idea of terrorists and other criminals 
“going dark” is ridiculous. 

The other Big Lie projected onto the 
American consciousness is that the sur- 
veillance “reforms” that have been enact- 
ed are tying the hands of those who would 
protect America. In truth, there have been 
no real reforms. The USA Freedom Act, 
which is touted as the biggest and best of 
the “reforms” so far, does not reform any- 
thing; it simply reorganizes it. The same 
surveillance that took place before is tak- 
ing place now. It just happens under a dif- 
ferent authority. As THE NEW AMERICAN 
reported online when the USA Freedom 
Act began to take effect: 


On Saturday, November 28, 2015, 


the NSA telephone surveillance pro- 
gram ended. Except that it didn’t. 
The spying program ... has simply 
continued under different authority. 
The “new and improved” surveil- 
lance may even be worse than before 
because the required warrants will be 
issued by a secret court. 


The USA Freedom Act, like the USA PA- 
TRIOT Act of 2001, is a misnomer. The 
name is a not-very-subtle manipulation, 
designed to hide from the American peo- 
ple the real nature of the law. The archi- 
tects of the USA PATRIOT Act used the 
word “patriot” to persuade Americans that 
the “patriotic” way to confront the specter 
of terrorism was to trade liberty for secu- 
rity. It took the one but never delivered the 
other. Likewise, in the USA Freedom Act, 
the use of the word “freedom” is designed 
to convince Americans that their freedom 
is being returned to them by “reforming” 
the surveillance state. In fact, no such re- 
form is taking place. 

When the final USA Freedom Act vote 
was counted in the Senate on June 2, 2015, 
we reported that if true reform had been the 
goal, a large part of that goal had already 
been accomplished. On May 31 the provi- 
sions of the USA PATRIOT Act, which had 
been interpreted to allow much of the sur- 
veillance exposed by Snowden, expired: 


Many of those authorities — which 
the National Security Agency (NSA) 
has used to justify the collection of 
phone records — had been found 
in provisions of the USA PATRIOT 
Act that expired at midnight Sunday 
night. Therefore, Congress could 
have eliminated those surveillance 
powers merely by doing nothing. 
Despite promises made by its 
supporters, the USA Freedom Act 
doesn’t end government snooping. 
It merely shifts the responsibility for 
collecting communications metadata 
from the NSA to companies such as 
AT&T, Sprint, and Verizon, which 
already keep customer records for as 
long as five years. The NSA or the 
FBI would simply need to obtain per- 
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mission from the secret FISA Court 
to access that data — and the court 
nearly always grants it. 


So rather than limiting government pow- 
ers — which had already been done by the 
sun setting on parts of the USA PATRIOT 
Act — what the USA Freedom Act really 
does is make the mobile telecom com- 
panies arms of the federal government 
in keeping the surveillance state running 
along smoothly. 

Perhaps one of the best examples of the 
surveillance hawks promising reform while 
shifting programs around is found in docu- 
ments that were released as a result of a 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) law- 
suit in November 2015 — just before the 
so-called USA Freedom Act was to become 
active. As the New York Times reported: 


While that particular secret program 
stopped, newly disclosed documents 
show that the N.S.A. had found a way 
to create a functional equivalent. The 
shift has permitted the agency to con- 
tinue analyzing social links revealed by 
Americans’ email patterns, but without 
collecting the data in bulk from Ameri- 
can telecommunications companies — 
and with less oversight by the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court. 


So the NSA was caught playing a shell 
game with the American people. It admit- 
ted the existence of the first program only 
when it was pointless to deny it because 
of the Snowden documents, and then ba- 
sically said, “But don’t worry. We’re not 
even using that program now.” Deliberate- 
ly withheld was the fact that the program 
was replaced by something worse, with 
even less oversight. 
As we reported then: 


The documents the New York Times 
received as a result of the FOIA 
lawsuit included a report which was 


the collection of bulk data that had 
been gathered in other countries, 
where the N.S.A.’s activities are large- 
ly not subject to regulation by the For- 
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act and 
oversight by the intelligence court.” 

In other words, the NSA simply ob- 
tained the data it wanted from intelli- 
gence agencies in the other Five Eyes 
nations. It has already been widely 
reported that GCHQ — the UK’s 
equivalent to the NSA — has used the 
NSA to collect data on U.K. citizens 
which it would have been barred by 
law from collecting itself. It appears 
that one hand washes the other. 

The Jimes report goes on to ex- 
plain, “The other replacement source 
for the data was collection under the 
FISA Amendments Act of 2008, which 
permits warrantless surveillance on 
domestic soil that targets specific non- 
citizens abroad, including their new or 
stored emails to or from Americans.” 


highly redacted. The portions not re- 
dacted show that the NSA found “two 
other legal ways to get” the data it 
wanted about Americans’ e-mails. 
As the Times reported, “One was 
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And now, a recent report by The Guardian 
shows that the FBI “has quietly revised its 
privacy rules for searching data involving 
Americans’ international communications 
that was collected by the National Secu- 


rity Agency.” Internet data the government 
demands from such entities as Yahoo!, 
Google, and Microsoft is fair game for 
random searches: 


FBI officials can search through the 
data, using Americans’ identifying 
information, for what PCLOB [Pri- 
vacy and Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board] called “routine” queries un- 
related to national security... 

As of 2014, the FBI was not even 
required to make note of when it 
searched the metadata, which in- 
cludes the “to” or “from” lines of an 
email. Nor does it record how many 
of its data searches involve Ameri- 
cans’ identifying details. 


So, while Comey, Brennan, and the other 
surveillance hawks claim that terrorists are 
“going dark” and that “reforms” of the sur- 
veillance laws tie their hands, the reality is 
that they have at least as many surveillance 
tools and opportunities as ever before — if 
not more. It appears that — as always — 
those who have built and are maintaining 
the surveillance state still think too much is 
never enough. ll 

— C. MITCHELL SHAW 
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THE !.\5 WORD 


BY ALEX NEWMAN 


U.S. Ranchers on Border Plead for Help Amid Onslaught 


undreds of distraught 
ranchers and other 
citizens living near 


the increasingly dangerous 
U.S.-Mexico border met 
with elected officials in the 
small town of Animas, New 
Mexico, on March 10 at a 
local high-school auditorium 
to share their horror stories 
of lawlessness and plead for 
proper border security. De- 
spite bogus claims by politi- 
cians and the Obama admin- 
istration about the southern 
border region allegedly being 
“secure,” those speaking at 
the summit blasted the “in- 
vasion” and said the security 
situation was spiraling out of control. It is time for serious ac- 
tion, local citizens said. 

Smugglers and other criminals are pouring across the of- 
ten-undefended border, residents explained, jeopardizing their 
livelihoods and even their lives — not to mention national 
security. Some of the speakers had even lost loved ones in 
the lawlessness. And despite years of pleading with federal 
and state officials for help, residents, activists, and ranchers 
sounded exasperated, saying their pleas had gone unanswered 
so far. More boots on the ground are needed, locals said. At 
least one retired lawman suggested that sheriffs deputize citi- 
zens. Some attendees even called for deploying troops to the 
border. 

Inspiring the meeting, according to attendees quoted in 
media reports, was the kidnapping of a local American ranch 
hand. The victim reportedly happened upon a caravan of drug 
runners from the other side of the border while working on a 
cattle ranch in New Mexico’s “Bootheel” region along the bor- 
der with Mexico. Tricia Elbrock, co-owner of the company that 
employs the kidnapping victim, was quoted in the Albuquerque 
Journal on March 7 recounting what happened in December 
of last year. 

“They kidnapped him, tied him up, threw all our tools 
out and fittings and loaded our company vehicle with all the 
drugs,” Elbrock explained. “They waited ’til dark to leave the 
ranch. They needed him to help guide them through to the 
highway.... This is still pretty raw. We got him back safe. They 
did rough him up, but we got him back. It’s a mess. I don’t 
know what to tell you. We have got to have help down here.” 
The FBI is investigating. 

At the March 10 meeting, the wife and son of Robert Krentz, 
a prominent Arizona rancher murdered by a suspected ille- 
gal border crosser while on his own property, also spoke out. 
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Unsecured border: This photo of the U.S.-Mexico 

border near Animas, New Mexico, with only a simple 
barricade to stop vehicles, illustrates how easy illegal 
border crossings are to make. 


“Fifteen-hundred people 
have been killed by illegal 
immigrants since Rob was 
killed,” Krentz’s widow, 
Sue, was quoted as saying in 
media reports. “My message 
is we need to secure the bor- 
der. We don’t need to create 
new laws, we need to enforce 
the ones we have.... We are 
now witnessing brutal mob 
behavior and many have no 
intent to assimilate into the 
community.” 

So far, the government has 
ignored the desperate pleas 
for help. “When we asked 
for better security on the 
border, we were told security 
is not to be expected,” Sue continued. “Families on the bor- 
der — our lives are expendable.” She also displayed a T-shirt 
after the meeting that was covered with the names and dates 
of Americans killed by illegal immigrants. “Let’s never have 
more names on a Stolen Lives Quilt or the back of a T-shirt,” 
she was quoted as saying. “Stop this invasion!” 

Robert Krentz, Sue’s husband, was murdered in March of 
2010 after ranching on the Krentz ranch since 1977. The family 
had been ranching in the area since the 19th century, according 
to reports. He was shot and killed after reporting having seen 
an immigrant in need of assistance — a common occurrence 
in the area. While law enforcement initially suspected an il- 
legal immigrant of the slaying, investigations later suggested 
a smuggler could have been responsible. 

Others speaking out at the town-hall-style meeting included 
fellow ranchers who warned of similar problems and called for 
more Border Patrol agents to be placed along the border, where 
in the area the agents are often stationed dozens of miles from 
the border. One speaker also asked that ranchers and residents 
be notified when there are incidents in their area, because it 
exposes their homes to danger when criminals are fleeing to 
elude capture. Also sounding the alarm was a veterinarian, 
who warned about the health implications for livestock, the 
economy, and even humans of not being able to properly test 
people coming across the border for diseases. 

Despite claims from politicians in Washington, D.C., it is 
clear that the border is nowhere close to what a reasonable per- 
son would describe as “secure.” That is by design, of course. 
But the people suffering on the front lines of that are only the 
first to be victimized. If Congress does not get serious about 
demanding the enforcement of federal laws on border security, 
all of America will face the consequences, too. It is time to 
restore law and order on the border. 
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